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l\v  till,'  (jidc-r  ot  Ihc  Local  Goveniiuciit  Board,  dated 
^lai'cli,  23,  l.8Ui,  iVrticle  IS,  Section  14,  it  is  pre- 
sciibcd  tliat  the  iNfcdical  (Iflicer  of  Healtli  shall  “ pre- 
pare an  Annual  Beport,  to  be  made  to  the  end  of 
l)ecend)er  in  each  year,  comprising  a summary  of 
the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  2:)roventing  the 
“ spread  ot  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary 
slate  of  his  district  generally  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  I’lie  report  shall  also  contain  an  account  of 
the  iiKpiiries  Avhich  he  has  made  as  to  conditions 
“ iniuri(jus  to  health  existing  in  his  district,  and  of 
“ tlie  pinceedings  in  which  he  lias  taken  part  or  ad- 
“ vised  under  the  Publie  Health  Act,  1875,  so  far  as 
“such  proceedings  relate  to  those  conditions;  and 
“ also  an  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by 
biin,  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary  jiurposes  over 
places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
“ have  power  to  regulate,  with  the  nature  and  rc- 
“ suits  of  any  jii’oceedings  which  may  have  been  so 
“ required  and  taken  in  respect  of  the  same  during 
“ the  year.  The  report  shall  also  record  the  action 
“ taken  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year, 
“in  regard  to  offensive  trades,  to  dairies,  coAvsheds, 

“ and  milkshops,  and  factories  and  AA'orkshops.  The 
“ report  shall  also  contaiii  tabular  statements  (on 
“ forms  to  be  supplied  by  the  Local  Government 
“ Board,  or  to  the  like  effect)  of  the  sickness  and 
“ mortality  within  the  district,  classified  according 
“ to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities.’’ 

By  the  Instructions  of  the  Local  GoA^ernment  Board, 

“ the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  himself  send  a 
■'copy  of  the  Annual  Keport  to  the  Local  Govern- 
“ ment  Board,  and  one  to  the  County  Council.’’ 

By  the  Factory  and  ^Yorkshop  Act  of  1901,  “ the  INrcdical 
“ Officer  is  now^  required  to  specifically  report  on  the 
“ administration  of  that  Act  in  Avorkshops  and  Avork- 
“ places  in  his  district,  and  to  send  a copy  of  the 
“ report  to  the  Secretary  of  State.’’ 
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Suininai\>  of  IDital  Stati£>tiC5  for  1907. 


Area  of  Borougfh 

943  acres 

Population  (Census  1901)  

77,316 

,,  Estimated  to  middle  of  1907... 

83,266 

Density  (persons  per  acre),  calculated  on 
estimated  population  to  middle  of  1907 

88-3 

Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1901)  

16,129 

Births  

2,128 

Birth-rate  

25-5 

Deaths  

1,153 

Death-rate  

13-8 

Zymotic  Death-rate  

1-6 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  births 

122 

BOROUGH  OF  ASTON  MANOR. 


Office  of  the  oMedical  Officer  of  Health, 

Council  House, 

Aston  Manor, 

March,  1908. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and 
Coiincillors  of  the  Borough. 


]Mr.  I^Iayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  placing  before  you,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  health  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1907.  The  Report  of 
the  Lady  Health  Visitor  has  also  been  appended. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  Borough,  which  has  of  late 
years  continued  to  fall,  is  still  very  low,  being  the  lowest 
on  record,  and  I fear  that  this  important  rate  will  fall  still 
further  in  the  future.  Gne  pleasing  feature  recorded  in 
this  Report  is  the  very  satisfactory  low  general  death-rate 
of  the  Borough,  viz.  : — 13‘8,  as  compared  with  14’9  in  the 
previous  yc'ar.  The  zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  under 
i-('view  has  also  l)een  lower,  a lessened  death-rate  having 
I'Cen  obtained  from  diarrhoea,  scarlet  fever,  and  whooping 
cough. 


Bpidemie  infantili^  diarrha'a,  tlie  ehic'f  factor  in  main- 
taining a high  infantile  mortality-rate,  has  not  contributed 
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nearly  such  a higli  quota  of  deaths.  Owing  chiefly  to  this 
lessened  mortality  from  summer  infantile  diarrhoea,  the 
infantile  mortality-rate  has  decreased,  and  compares 
favourahl}^  with  that  of  })rcvious  years. 

Scarlet  fever,  which  was  epidemic  at  the  close  of 
1900,  has  continued  very  prevalent  all  the  year,  and  has 
been  of  a severe  type,  although  not  so  fatal  as  in  lOOfl. 
Diphtheria,  which  vas  also  prevalent  during  the  ])re- 
ceding  year  in  the  Borough  and  in  the  country  generally, 
continued  its  hold  upon  the  district  during  the  past  year. 
Typhoid  fever  has  shown  some  slight  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  cases.  Measles  was  again  endemic  throughout  the 
year,  at  times  becoming  epidemic,  necessitaling  the  closiu’c 
of  five  Infant  Departments  of  Schools.  No  case  of  small- 
pox was  notified  or  imported  into  the  Borough.  Whooping 
cough  became  very  prevalent,  and  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year  proved  very  fatal. 

Site,  Sub-Soil,  and  Drainage  of  Aston  Manor. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  iNlr.  F.  W.  Bichard- 
son,  for  the  following  paragraph  on  the  jibysical  features 
and  character  of  the  Borough  ; — 

“ Aston  INfanor  is  eminently  fitted  liy  nature  for 
“the  bearing  of  a large  and  dense  population.  Its 
“ porous  sub-soil  of  sharp  sand  and  fine  gravd  assists 
“ in  the  rapid  removal  of  all  surplus  wat('r,  while  the 
“ contour  of  the  district  renders  the  provision  of 
“ short  sewers  with  good  gradients  an  easy  matter. 

“ The  town  is  situated  on  two  sides  of  a long  ridge, 
“ along  the  top  of  which  we  find  Victoria  Boad  and 
“ Lozells  Boad.  These  two  sides  form  idc'al  drainage 


Area, 

Births,  Deaths  and 
Population. 
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“ areas,  which  slope  on  the  Soiith  to  the  stream 
“ known  as  Hockley  Brook,  and  on  the  North  to  the 
“ River  Tame.  Along  the  valleys  of  the  Tame  and 
“ Hockley  Brook  large  brick  sewers  are  laid  down, 
“ which  receive  the  sewage  from  all  the  subsidiary 
“ sowers  in  the  various  streets.  These  two  brick 
“ sewers  meet  in  Lichfield  Road  at  the  corner  of 
“ Aston  Lane,  and  from  that  point  a main  sewer, 
“ live  feet  wide  inside,  runs  down  the  Lichfield  Road 
“ as  far  as  Salford  Bridge,  where  it  passes  under  the 
“ canal,  and  away  to  the  Sewage  Farm.  The  lowest 
point  in  the  Borough  is  near  Salford  Bridge,  and 
“ the  highest  at  Villa  Cross,  while  the  average  eleva- 
“ tion  above  sea  level  is  about  370  feet.” 

Area  and  Population. 

Acres.  Estimated  Population. 

943  acres  ...  83,‘26G 

The  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  ol 
Aston  IManor  by  the  Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of 
1907  was  ft3,'2r)0,  comjirising  40,307  females  and  37,009 
males,  and,  as  the  Borough  of  Aston  Manor  has  only  an 
area  of  9 13  acres,  the  density  of  its  population  on  this 
estimate  is  88'3  per  acre. 

I have  previously  pointed  out  in  these  reports  that 
the  population  of  towns  in  intercensal  years  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  on  the  assumption  that  the  rate 
of  annual  increase  is  the  same  as  - that  which  obtained 
bet\^een  the  two  last  census  years.  As  the  vacant  parts 
of  Aston  Manor  had  been  nearly  all  built  upon  at  the 
last  census,  this  method  of  calculation,  which  fails  to  take 
note  of  special  circumstances  ahecting  the  growth  of  a 
town,  is  especially  liable  to  over-estimation  of  the 
Borough’s  population.  This  over-estimation  afl'ects  the 
official  mortality  and  other  returns  of  Aston  Manor,  as  the 
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ostiinatc  of  the  ]io]:)iilation  of  the  Kegistrar-Oeneral  is  the 
basal  hgiire  upon  which  these  returns  are  calculated, 
therel)y  tending  fallaciously  to  lower  the  birth  and  death 
rates  more  and  inoi’c  as  each  year  elapses  from  that  of 
the  last  census  in  1901. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  houses  and 
the  iwpulation  for  the  district  at  the  last  six  census 
enumerations  : — 


c5 

Total 

Houses. 

Houses 

Void, 

Houses 

Iluilding. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

No.  of  Persons 

per  Inhabited 

House. 

Population. 

Density. 

1851 

1,437 

105 

23 

1,309 

4-9 

6,426 

6-8 

1861 

3,562 

173 

45 

3,344 

4-9 

16,337 

17-3 

1871 

7,662 

651 

83 

6,928 

4-9 

33,948 

360 

1881 

11,830 

1,158 

98 

10,583 

5T 

53,842 

56-1 

1891 

14,639 

653 

147 

13,889 

4-9 

68,639 

72-7 

1901 

16,776 

616 

31 

16,129 

4-8 

77,316 

82-0 

Enumerations  of  the  houses  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee for  the  three  years  1905-7  : — 


HOUSlfS. 

Year. 

Uninhabited 

Total 

Number 

Inhabited. 

In 

Occupation. 

Not  in 
Occupation. 

Building 

of 

Dwelling 

Houses. 

1905 

16,262 

228 

663 

17,153 

1906 

16,460 

192 

527 

5 

17,186 

1907 

16,133 

251 

812 

1 

17,197 
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I have  again  been  able,  tbrougb  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Norwood,  the  Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee,  to 
give  tlio  above  annual  enumeration  of  the  bouses  in  Aston 
^lanor,  showing  the  number  of  bouses  inhabited,  non- 
inbabited,  and  building,  as  taken  by  the  ofliccrs  of  the 
Education  Committee.  He  has  also  supplied  me  with  an 
enumeration  of  these  for  each  municipal  ward,  which 
enables  me  to  estimate  apju'oximately  the  population  for 
each  of  the  six  municipal  wards  for  1907.  From  this 
enumeration  I have  calculated  what  I consider  a more 
accurate  estimate  of  the  actual  population  of  Aston  Manor 
for  1907.  In  order  to  do  this  I have  again  assumed  that 
F9  is  the  average  number  per  occupied  bouse,  as  it  was 
in  the  1891  c('nsus.  The  estimated  population  of  Aston 
xianor,  if  taken  on  this  basis,  is  80,281,  as  comjiared  with 
the  Ivegistrar-Cienerars  estimate  of  83,266,  and  if  it  were 
taken  on  the  basis  of  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
occupied  bouse  in  1901,  viz.,  4'8,  the  discrepancy  would 
be  still  greater.  The  general  death-rate  upon  the  former 
of  these  bgures  would  be  14’4  and  the  birth-rate,  on  2,128 
births,  26'5.  It  is  desirable,  and  even  necessary,  for 
uniformity  to  continue  to  adopt  the  Eegistrar-General’s 
estimates  of  the  population  for  calculating  the  mortality- 
rates  for  the  Local  Government  tables  and  for  other 
statistics  contained  in  this  Annual  Eeport.  If  a quin- 
quennial census  was  adojited  it  would  tend  to  greater 
accuracy  in  statistics  for  towns  like  Aston  IManor,  which 
have  once  mad(’  rapid  growth  but  have  now  come,  owing 
to  limited  an'a  or  other  causes,  to  practically  a stand- 
still. 
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nOROUGn  OF  aston  manor  education  committee 
ENUMERATION,  19(37. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOUSES  IN  WARDS,  AND  POI’ULATION  OF  WARDS. 


Wiilcl. 

! Uninliaiateil  Houses. 

Houses 

liiiild- 

iiig. 

Total 

Iloiwes 

Occupied 

Ksti  mated 
Population 

Ht  4'9  per 
Occupied 
House. 

Occupied,! 

' Occ.upatiiiu. 

Not  ill 
Occiipiitioii. 

Villa  ... 

2,514  ; 24 

96 

— 

2,538 

12,4.36 

Lozells  ... 

3,062  [ 67 

143 

— 

3,129 

15,332 

Six  Ways 

2,222  29 

113 

2,251 

11,030 

Brook  . . . 

3,158  ; 45 

97 

1 

3,203 

15,695 

Reservoir 

2,206  ' 59 

143 

— 

2.265 

11,098 

Park 

2,971  27 

220 

— 

2,998 

14,690 

Total  ... 

16,133  251 

812 

1 

16,384 

80,281 

Births. 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,128 

Average  number  of  Births  for  previous 

10  years  ...  ...  . ...  2,390 

Average  Birth-rate  for  previous  10  years  30'6 
Birth-rate  of  Aston  Manor  per  1,000  ...  25-5 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  26'3 

76  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  27-0 

142  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  25-7 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  218  Towns  25-6 

Tlie  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
in  1907  was  ‘2,12S,  as  coinjiared  with  2, '270  in  1906.  Of 
these  1,038  were  lioys  and  1,090  were  girls.  This  repre- 
sents a birth-rate  of  2.T.5  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
27'6  per  1,000  in  1906,  and  2(V1  in  1905.  I regret  that 
the  birth-rate  recorded  i)i  Aston  Manor  for  1907  is  tlie 
lowest  on  I'ecord. 


Chakt  showing  the  Annual  Birth  Bate  of  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  35  years  (1873  190/) 
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The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  !26’3,  for 
the  76  largo  towns  27’0,  and  for  the  142  smaller  towns 
25‘7  per  1,000  living. 

From  the  69th  Eeport  of  the  Kegistrar-General  I 
have  extracted  the  following  interesting  figures  relative  to 
the  birth-rate,  calculated  on  the  female  population  aged 
15 — 45  of  England  and  Whales  : — 


ENGL.\ND  AND  WALES. — BIRTH-RATE  PER  1,000  CALCULATED  ON 
THE  FEMALE  POPULATION,  AGED  15  TO  45  YEARS. 


Years. 

Y’e.'irs. 

Years. 

Years. 

Y'ears. 

Y'ears. 

Y'ear. 

1876-80 

1881-85 

1886-90 

1891-95 

1896-00 

190t-05 

1906 

153-3 

144  3 

133-4 

126-8 

118-8 

112-5 

108-3 

How  much  the  decrease  in  the  birth-rate  of  Aston 
Majior  had  altered  the  age  distribution  of  the  population 
in  1901  is  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  1,000  OF  THE  POPULATION 
OF  ASTON  MANOR  AT  TEN  DIFFERENT  AGE  PERIODS  AT  THE 

LAST  THREE  CENSUSES,  1881,  1891,  1901. 


Y'ear. 

I’nder  !i 
Y'ear.s. 

10 

Y'e.ars . 

1 

j 10— i.*; 

1 Y'ears 

1 

15—20 

Y'ears. 

20-25 

Y'  ears 

£ 05 

CO  i- 

1 ^ 

If:  « 

OJ 

35—45 

Y'ears. 

45— .55 
Y'ears 

55—65 

Years. 

65  and 
Upwards. 

1881 

157  131 

110 

101 

90 

156 

113 

74 

42 

26 

1891 

1 

127  123 

119 

107 

97 

162 

113 

78 

46 

28 

1901 

120  106 

102 

106 

109 

174 

120 

83 

50 

30 
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Deaths. 

Number 

1,153 

Average  Death-Rate  for  previous  10  years  . . .' 

15-6 

Rate  per  1,000,  Aston  Manor 

13-8 

„ „ 76  Large  Towns  ... 

15-4 

,,  ,,  142  Smaller  Towns 

14-5 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  (less  the 

218  towns) 

14-7 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  u'iUiin  the  Borough 
of  Aston  Manor  from  all  causes  during  1907  was  935,  as 
compared  with  1,053  during  the  previous  year.  The 
deaths  of  males  numbered  460,  and  475  of  females.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  Aston  Manor  is 
obtained  by  adding  to  the  935  deaths  registered  within  the 
Borough  the  deaths  of  all  persons  belonging  to  the 
Borough  who  died  outside  the  boundary,  chiefly  in  public 
institutions.  As  Aston  Manor  has  no  in,stitution  within 
its  boundary,  there  are  consequently  no  deaths  of  persons 
not  belonging  to  the  town  to  be  deducted.  The  number 
of  deaths  to  be  added  which  occurred  outside  the  Borough 
during  the  past  year  was  218,  consisting  of  124  males  and 
94  females,  and  were  distributed  as  follow’s  : — 


General  Hospital,  Birmingham  ...  ...  54 

Children’s  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  9 

Queen’s  ,,  ...  ...  3 

City  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

City  Asylums,  „ ...  ...  — 

Workhouse  Infirmary,  Birmingham  — 

,,  ,,  Erdington  ...  ...  113 

Jaffray  Hospital,  „ ...  ...  1 

County  Asylum,  Hatton  ...  ...  ...  ...  24. 

Aston  Manor  Scarlet  Fever  Hospital,  Perry  Barr  3 
Other  places  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


218 

The  total  of  deaths  for  the  Borough  during  1907 
among  people  residing  in  and  belonging  to  Aston  IManor 
W'as  1,153,  viz.  : 584  males  and  569  females,  as  compared 


Chart  showing  tee  Annual  Death  Rate  of  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  35  years  (1873 — 1907). 


in  tue  aoove  Chart  the  death-rates  since  lyOO  are  calculated  on  the  deaths  of  all  persons  belonging  to  Aston  Manor,  whether  occurring  in  the 
Borough  or  in  Institutions  outside.  Previous  to  this,  only  the  death-rates  of  those  registered  in  the  Borough  were  calculated 
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with  1,226  in  1906.  All  these  deatlis  have  been  carefully 
classified  under  different  age  periods  of  life  and  according 
to  the  diseases  from  which  they  were  caused,  which  classi- 
fication wil  Ibe  found  in  tabular  form  appended  to  this 
Eeport  on  pages  114-116. 

The  general  death-rate  for  Aston  Manor  for  the  year 
1907  was  13*8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  14'9  per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year,  and  14T  per 
1,000  in  1905. 

The  general  death-rate  shows  substantial  improve- 
ment in  recent  years,  and  during  1907  was  the  lowest  on 
record  with  one  exception,  viz.,  12'9  in  1902,  and,  con- 
sidering that  the  density  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
is  88'3  per  acre,  this  rate,  13‘8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
was  remarkably  low. 

The  average  death-rate  of  the  Borough  for  the  pre- 
vious ten  years  was  15'6.  The  general  death-rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1907  was  15'0,  that  of  the  76 
great  towns  15’4,  and  the  142  smaller  towns  14‘5.  This 
reduction  in  the  general  death-rate  of  the  Borough  has 
been  principally  brought  about  by  the  greatly  lessened 
mortality  from  diarrhoea  during  the  past  year,  there 
having  been  at  least  100  less  deaths  registered  from  this 
disease  than  ditring  the  preceding  one. 

The  proportion  which  the  mortality  at  various  ages 
bears  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  1907  is  as 
follow'S  : — 


Under  1 year 

23-2  per  cent. 

of  the  total  deaths 

1 to  5 years 

13'4 

M n 

5 to  15  ,, 

3-8 

M M 

15  to  25  „ 

3-3 

M ) 1 

25  to  45  „ 

13-8 

>}  f ” 

45  to  65  „ 

230 

}i  -1 

65  years  and  upwards 

19-5 

>> 

Seven  Pbincipal  Zymotic  Diseases  (1898-1907). 
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Zymotic  Diseases. 

1907. 

Average  of 
previous 

Number  of  Deaths  in  Aston  Manor 

133 

iO  years. 

244 

Zymotic  death-rate,  Aston  Manor 

1-6 

30 

Zymotic  death-rate,  England  and  Wales 

1-26 

Zymotic  death-rate,  76  large  towns 

1-54 

Zymotic  death-rate,  142  smaller  towns... 

1-29 

Zymotic  death-rate,  England  and  Wales 
(less  the  218  towns)  ... 

0-91 

The  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  for  the  year  1907,  like  that  of  the  general  death- 
rate,  is  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  zymotic 
death-rate  is  calculated  on  the  number  of  deaths  per 
thousand  of  the  population  from  the  seven  specific  febrile 
or  epidemic  diseases,  viz.  : Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (including 
Typhus,  Simple-continued,  Typhoid),  and  Diarrhoea;  this 
group  of  diseases  being  known  under  the  term  “ Zymotic 
Diseases.” 

The  zymotic  death-rate  of  a town  depends  very  much 
on  the  epidemicity  of  infectious  diseases.  Although  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria,  and  measles  continued  to  be  prevalent 
in  the  Borough  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  whoop- 
ing cough  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  yet  owing  to 
tile  diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
diminished  prevalence  of  infantile  diarrhoea,  the 
zymotic  death-rate  has  not  increased.  This  rate  is  not 
only  affected  by  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  in  a town, 
but  is  varied  by  the  severity  of  the  type  of  epidemic  of 
each  of  these  seven  particular  diseases,  and  therefore  this 
rate  is  not  alone  a good  criterion  upon  which  to  judge  the 
health  of  a densely-populated  town  like  Aston  Manor. 


20 


During  the  year  under  review  133  deaths  resulted 
from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases,  as  compared  with  239 
deaths  in  1906 ; this  gives  a zymotic  death-rate  of  I'G  per 
1,000  of  the  population  per  annum,  against  2‘9  during  the 
preceding  year. 


- 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Zymotic  Deaths,  Aston 
Manor  ... 

233 

322 

278 

248 

152 

187 

236 

168 

239 

133 

Zymotic  Death  Rate, 
Aston  Manor ... 

2 9 

4-3 

3-6 

3-2 

1-9 

2-3 

2-9 

20 

2-9 

1-6 

Zymotic  Death  Rate, 
England  and  Wales  . . . 

2-22 

2-21 

200 

2'05 

1-64 

1-46 

1-94 

1-94 

1-73 

1-26 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Total  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  268. 


Aston  Manor  Infantile  death-rate 

Average  for  previous 
1907.  10  years. 

per  1,000  births 

122  171 

England  and  Wales 

118 

76  large  towns 

127 

112  smaller  towns 

England  and  Wales,  less  218 

122 

towns  ...  ' ... 

106 

There  were  registered  within  the  Borough  of  Aston 
INIanor  during  the  past  year  260  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age.  To  this  number  of  registered  deaths  of 
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infants  within  the  Borough  have  to  he  added  eight  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  who,  although  helongiug  to  the 
Borougli,  died  outside,  either  in  institutions  or  elsewhere, 
thus  mokiug  a total  of  268  deaths  of  infants  under  twelve 
months;  there  being  2,128  births  registered  within  the 
Borough. 

The  infantile  mortalit3--rate  is  the  rate  per  thousand 
which  the  deaths  of  infants  registered  in  the  Borough  bear 
to  the  births  registered  during  the  year,  and  was  122. 
To  put  it  in  other  words,  the  rate  represents  the  propor- 
tion of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age 
out  of  the  total  number  born  during  the  year.  If  the  eight 
deaths  of  infants  registered  outside  he  added,  it  makes  an 
infantile  mortality-rate  of  125.  The  usual  rate  taken  by 
the  l/ocal  Government  Board  in  Table  I.  for  statistical 
purposes  is  that  calculated  on  the  deaths  and  births  regis- 
tered u'ithin  the  Borough,  and  is  therefore  slightly  less 
than  the  actual  infantile  mortality-rate  calculated  from  the 
deaths  of  infants  under  twelve  months  in  and  out  of  the 
Borough,  as  shown  in  Table  V.  introduced  three 
years  ago.  It  is  a pleasing  feature  of  this  Annual 
Beport  to  be  able  to  record  that  during  1907  the.  lowest 
infantile  moi’tality-rate  for  the  Borough  was  reached,  viz., 
122,  as  compared  with  156  in  1906  and  144  in  the  year 
1905.  The  average  infantile  mortality-rate  for  the  ten 
years  previous  to  1907  was  171.  The  infantile  mor- 
tality-rate for  1907  is  not  only  the  lowest  in  that  period, 
but,  in  looking  back  through  the  various  reports  of  the 
district,  this  infantile  mortality-rate  is  considerably  less 
than  the  average  infantile  mortality-rate,  for  either  of  the 
three  decennial  periods  1872 — 1901,  as  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 
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Birth 

Rate. 

•Death 

Rate. 

Infantile 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Average  of  decade,  1872-1881... 

42-1 

18-4 

146 

40 

„ ,,  1882-1891... 

34-1 

16-1 

145 

2-7 

„ „ 1892-1901... 

332 

16-4 

177 

3-5 

Year  1902 

29-4 

12-3 

129 

1-9 

„ 1903  

28-7 

12-9 

159 

2-3 

„ 1904  

29T 

14-1 

183 

2-9 

„ 1905  

26-1 

12-1 

144 

20 

„ 1906  

27-6 

12-8 

156 

2*9 

,,  1907  

25-5 

11-2 

122 

1-6 

For  England  and  Wales,  1907 

26-3 

150 

118 

1-26 

I 


* Rate  calculated  on  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  only. 

This  greatly-diminished  infantile  death-rate,  although 
mainly  due  to  the  cold  and  wet  summer  during  1907, 
which  consequently  lessened  the  number  of  deaths  from 
autumnal  infantile  diarrhoea,  has  shown  a tendency  to 
decline  in  the  Borough  for  the  past  six  years.  This  is  to 
a certain  degree  attributable  to  the  improved  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  Borough,  cspeciall}^  to  its  gradual  but 
[)ersi stent  conversion  from  the  privy-midden  system  to  the 
water-closet  system,  the  latter  being  now  the  prevailing 
type  in  the  Borough. 

The  waste  of  infant  life  is  now  receiving  great  atten- 
tion on  all  hands,  and  every  effort  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  preservation  of  our  infant  population,  especially 
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in  view  of  the  declining  birth-rate,  not  only  in  Aston 
Manor,  but  the  country  generally,  with  all  that  it  implies 
in  the  future  of  our  nation. 

Some  of  the  causes  of  the  infantile  mortality  are 
unavoidable,  whatever  the  size,  position,  or  sanitary  con- 
dition of  a town  may  be  or  the  care  taken.  These  un- 
avoidable diseases  claimed  in  Aston  INIanor  during  1907  at 
least  74  infants,  of  which  42  died  from  premature  birth, 
14  from  congenital  defects,  injury  at  birth,  or  malforma- 
tions; of  those  born  with  inherited  constitutional 
diseases  such  as  tuberculosis,  death  claimed  12,  and  from 
syphilis  (inherited)  6 died ; other  deaths  took 
place  in  the  offsprings  of  weakly  parents,  and  of  those  ad- 
dicted to  alcohol  included  under  the  heading  of  atrophy, 
debility,  or  marasmus.  Of  the  number  of  deaths  from 
avoidable  causes,  the  one  that  stands  out  to  my  mind  as 
most  prominent  and  most  to  be  deplored  is  that  of  over- 
laying or  suffocation  of  the  infant  in  bed  with  one  or  both 
parents.  To  this  cause  four  deaths  are  attj-ibuted, 
to  which  may  be  added  two  deaths  of  infants  from  suffoca- 
tion in  bed  with  no  statement  as  regards  overlaying. 
These  deaths  necessitated  the  holding  of  six  inquests, 
and  a like  result,  as  I stated  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  “will  continue  until  it  is  made  a punish- 
“ able  offence  by  legislation,  or  at  least  until  juries  take  a 
“ more  severe  course  of  committing  parents  for  man- 
“ slaughter,  in  cases  where  they,  the  parents,  have  been 
“ warned  of  the  consequence,  with  its  consequent  trial.’’ 
Other  avoidable  causes  of  death  may  again  be  mentioned 
with  advantage,  such  as  deprivation  of  breast  milk,  care- 
lessness in  the  storage  of  the  food  and  milk  for  the 
infant,  want  of  cleanliness  of  bottles  and  teats,  neglect  of 
covering  of  milk,  especially  condensed  milk,  etc. 
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The  leaving  of  an  infant  to  the  care  of  strangers 
while  the  mother  goes  to  work  is  to  be  deprecated, 
although  this  is  by  no  means  so  common  an  occurrence 
in  this  Borough  as  some  towns,  as  Aston  Manor  does  not 
engage  women  labour  in  its  local  industries  in  anything 
like  the  proportion  of  some  mill  towns.  Poverty  and 
scanty  clothing  have  their  deleterious  effect  on  the  vitality 
of  the  infant. 

Education  of  mothers  in  regard  to  these  and  other 
avoidable  causes  is  being  brought  to  bear  gradually  but 
effectively  by  the  Lady  Health  Visitor  in  the  homes  where 
infants  are  born,  and  will  tend  to  reduce  the  infantile 
mortality -rate. 

Fresh  legislation  has  also  now  come  into  force  by 
which,  under  an  adoptive  Act,  “The  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907,’’  the  knowledge  of  a birth  of  a child  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  within  a couple 
of  days  of  the  event.  This  will  enable  early  visits  to  be 
paid  to  the  homes  and  advice  given  to  mothers  re  feeding 
by  the  Lady  Health  Visitor  much  earlier  than  before, 
and  before  the  infant  has  undergone  the  first  few  weeks 
(the  most  vital  or  important  of  infant  life)  of  im- 
proper feeding  by  careless  or  inexperienced  mothers.  Such 
early  visits  will  tend  to  encourage  more  mothers  to  breast- 
feed their  children  and  break  down  the  advice  of  irrespon- 
sible people  on  such  subjects  before  much  real  damage  is 
done  or  the  breast  milk  gone.  The  law  allows  six  weeks 
for  registration ; and  hitherto  the  Health  Visitor  could 
rarely  visit  until  after  this  time  had  elapsed.  I am  pleased 
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to  report  that  the  adoption  of  the  Act  was  recommended 
to  the  Council  by  the  Health  Committee  in  November.- 

The  following  is  an  epitome  of  the  Act  : — 

The  Act  provides  that  the  father,  if  present  at  the 
birth,  or  any  person  attendant  on  the  mother,  shall  notify 
the  birth  to  the  Afedical  Officer  of  Health,  in  writing, 
within  36  hours  thereafter ; and  that  the  authority  shall 
supply,  on  application  by  any  medical  practitioner  or  mid- 
wife, and  without  charge,  stamped  and  addressed  post 
cards  for  this  purpose. 

The  notification  is  to  be  in  addition  to,  not  in  substi- 
tion  for,  registration,  and  is  to  be  given  in  respect  of  any 
child  born  at  or  after  the  twenty-eighth  week  of  preg- 
nancy whether  alive  or  dead. 

The  Local  Authority,  on  adopting  the  Act,  is  to  bring 
its  provisions  to  the  notice  of  all  medical  men  and  mid- 
wives practising  in  their  area. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  births  and  deaths 
for  the  past  ten  years  in  Aston  Manor,  from  Infantile 
Mortality  : — 


* Tlie  Health  Committee’s  recommendation  was  approved,  and  the  Act 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Council  on  January  Ist,  1908,  and,  aftei-  approval 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  came  into  force  on  February  Sth,  1908. 
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Year 

Total 

Births. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Deaths 
uiider 
one  year. 

Deaths 

from 

Diarrhcea. 

J)eaths 
under  1 year 
per  1,000 
births 
registered 

1898 

2528 

1214 

471 

168 

186 

1899 

2521 

1240 

489 

227 

194 

1900 

2516 

1282 

423 

168 

167 

1901 

2419 

1281 

467 

155 

192 

1902 

2311 

1016 

299 

41 

129 

1903 

2282 

1179 

374 

105 

159 

1904 

2336 

1277 

438 

141 

187 

1905 

2129 

1152 

318 

88 

149 

1906 

2270 

1226 

368 

139 

162 

1907 

2128 

1153 

268 

36 

122 

I again  submit  a list  of  the  principal  causes  of  the 
deaths  of  the  268  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  which 


occurred  in  the  Borough  during  1907,  viz.  : — 

Whoopiug  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Enteritis  and  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  14 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  49 

Debility  and  Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Congenital  Malformations,  Atelectasis,  and  Injury 

at  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Suffocation  in  bed  with  parents  ...  ...  ...  4 

Otlier  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1‘J07  and  Previous  Years. 


.\verage  number  persons  per  hou.se,  4-78.  Inliabited  liouse.s  at  Census,  16,129.  Population  at  Census.  77,316. 


Infectious  and  other 
Diseases. 
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Prevention  of  Disease. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Xotifications  of  580  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
received  fi’oin  medical  men  during  1907.  Tlie  fees  for 
notification  for  the  year  amounted  to  .£69  11s. 


C.\SES  OF  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  E.ach 
Month  of  1907. 


1907. 

a 

V 

j April. ! 

CQ 

J une. 

< 

Sept. ; 

O 

O 

> 

o 

*J 

o 

Q 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera... 

Diphtheria 

13 

13 

8 

7 

4 

11 

5 

7 

6 

10 

6 

2 

92 

Memb.  Croup  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Erysipelas 

14 

12 

7 

3 

8 

5 

8 

12 

3 

6 

5 

5 

88 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

17 

28 

35 

18 

18 

35 

23 

35 

19 

36 

53 

28 

345 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

Typhoid  Fever... 

9 

8 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

2 

3 

41 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

— 

- 

Simple  Cont.  Fev 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  ... 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Totals 

56 

63 

56 

33 

33 

52 

39 

55 

29 

59 

66 

39 

580 

1 

During  the  past  year  your  Medical  Officer  has  ob- 
tained reports  from  the  sanitary  staff  on  all  these  cases, 
and  590  notices  have  been  sent  to  head  teachers  acquaint- 
ing them  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  homes  of  school 
children ; 490  houses  were  fumigated  after  infectious 
disease,  502  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  were  disinfected 
in  the  apparatus,  and  431  premises  stripped  and  lime- 
washed  after  the  convalescence  or  removal  of  infectious 
cases ; 277  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  the  district 
were  admitted  to  your  Infectious  Hospital. 


32 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  Aston  Manou  since 
Adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  in  1890 

the 

yeak. 

X 

c 

i 

a: 

Diplitlieria.  I 

1 

X 

S 

o 

5 e. 

•/j 

cz 

'v 

x 

Scarlet  Fever. 

i 

Typhoid  j 

Fever.  1 

1 

Simple  Con- 
tinued Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever 

O 

1890  ... 

(Six  Months) 

32 

6 

56 

305 

28 

2 

429 

1891  ... 

— 

44 

2 

38 

336 

44 

3 

6 

473 

1892  ... 

44 

1 

83 

406 

57 

1 

6 

598 

1893 

126 

47 

5 

83 

214 

121 

6 

12 

614 

1891  ... 

202 

44 

14 

80 

136 

35 

6 

517 

1895  ... 

31 

109 

6 

93 

413 

41 

4 

705 

1896  ... 

— 

204 

18 

78 

596 

82 



10 

988 

1897  ... 

90 

12 

67 

376 

78 

3 

4 

630 

1898  . 

— 

73 

10 

68 

169 

108 

1 

4 

433 

1899  ... 

— 

68 

10 

62 

128 

185 

1 

— 

454 

1900  ... 

— 

82 

4 

87 

406 

145 

2 

12 

738 

1901  ... 

1 

50 

10 

79 

309 

114 

— 

6 

569 

1902  ... 

7 

58 

4 

68 

361 

76 

— 

5 

579 

1903  ... 

31 

44 

8 

59 

CO 

GO 

CO 

77 

— 

4 

606 

1904  ... 

3 

37 

11 

73 

175 

50 

— 

7 

356 

1905  ... 

1 

53 

9 

63 

164 

35 

327 

1906  ... 

1 

99 

8 

71 

324 

47 

7 

557 

1907  ... 

— 

92 

9 

88 

34'. 

41 

5 

580 

Totals  . 

406 

1270 

147 

1301 

5546 

1364 

18 

101 

10153 

Waed  Distkibution  of  Cases  of,  and  ]3eaths  fiiom,  Smallpox,  Diphtheria  (and  Membranous  Croup), 

Scarlet  Fever,  and  Typhoid  Fever. 
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The  following  is  a Table  of  the  Ages  at  which  ell  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  1907  occurred  : — 
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H 

O 

H 

CO 

CD 

rH 

-cH 

CO 

on 

63 

'd^ 

CO 

15 

580 

V 

£ 

1 

1 

I 

■| 

1-0 

1 

lO 

i 

1 Simple 

1 Con- 
1 tiiiueil 

1 Fever. 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Relap- 

sing 

Fever. 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

13  1 

r— 1 

1 

41 

tfl  . 

- s 

. 

, 

■ . 

I 

* 

* 

* 

CO 

1 

lO 

C5 

o 

1 

CM 

CO 

t/i 

>.r^ 

CM 

IC 

CO 

t-H 

CO 

K 

. 

^ = fi, 

S 2 S 

I— 1 

CO 

cq 

1 

1 

1 

(05 

0)  ^ o 

1 

1 

cq 

OT 

o 

05 

(05 

1 

cq 

CM 

lO 

1 

a 

ej 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 o 

1 

1 

1 

* 

CO 

‘~c 

c3 

• 

• 

• 

. 

Qj 

* 

CO 

• 

• 

• 

O 

x 

c/: 

c3 

0) 

(V 

C 

H 

C 

H 

c6 

o 

lO 

lo 

lO 

w 

Eh 

1-H 

cq 

CO 

ci 

<D 

0) 

o 

o 

o 

o 

•4^ 

•4-3 

-fA 

a 

tH 

kO 

lO 

lo 

lO 

P 

t-H 

cq 

CD 
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Measles. 


Average  of 
])revious 
10  years. 

29 


No.  of  Deaths 


1907. 

39 


Measles  is  a very  infectious  disease,  and  is  most  diffi- 
cult to  control.  The  principal  reasons  ai’c  : First  and 
chiefly,  because  it  is  so  highly  infectious  before  the  rash 
a^ipears,  and,  if  introduced  into  a school  where  the  infants 
are  aggregated  together  at  the  most  susceptible  and  dan- 
gerous age,  many  are  infected  before  dt  can  he 
diagnosed.  Secondly,  the  light  or  careless  way  in  which 
some  parents  regard  this  complaint,  often  carrying  out  no 
home  isolation,  which  is  not  only  a cause  of  it  spread- 
ing, but  increases  the  fatality  from  this  disease.  Thirdly, 
the  careless  visiting  of  neighbours  and  allowing  neighbours’ 
children  in  infected  houses  is  a cause  of  its  spreading^, 
and  a habit  to  be  deprecated.  Measles  is  particularly  fatal 
among  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and,  although 
children  who  are  older  are  susceptible  to  the  disease,  it  is 
rarely  fatal  amongst  them.  There  is  thus  every  reason 
for  endeavouring  to  postpone  as  late  as  p,ossible  the 
time  at  which  children  have  measles,  as  they  will  then 
have  a better  chance  of  surviving. 

Measles  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  but  the  Education 
Committee,  by  arrangement,  make  to  me,  through  the 
Attendance  Officers  of  that  Committee,  a weekly  return 
of  all  absentees  from  the  public  elementary  schools  of  the 
Borough  suffering  from  the  non-notifiablc  infectious  or 
contagious  diseases,  which  includes  those  absent  from 
measles.  I am  able  to  see  from  these  weekly  reports  the 
course  that  epidemic  diseases  (non-notifiable),  such  as 
measles,  whooping  cough,  or  chickenpox,  etc.,  is  taking- 
in  the  Borough,  also  which  schools  or  departments  show 
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greater  incidence  of  disease,  and  am  enabled  thereby  to 
take  sncli  steps  as  are  possible  in  order  to  try  and  control 
tlieir  s])i'ead. 

The  nsual  system  of  exclusion  from  school  of  all 
children  from  measles-infected  homes  for  a period  of  three 
v.eeks,  lias  been  n’aintained,biil  lliis  fails  altogether  at  times 
to  arrest  this  disease  when  once  introduced  and  dilfused 
through  a school,  and  only  the  early  closure  of  the  measles- 
infected  department  can  be  effective.  This,  as  1 said  in 
my  lOO.j  Iveport,  “ if  not  always  successful,  undoubtely 
“ retards  the  spread  of  the  dis.ease,  and  limits  the  area  of 
“an  outbreak',  while  it  has  the  advantage  of  delaying 
“ attacks  of  measles  in  children  to  a later  age  of  life,  at 
“ which  the  disease,  if  contracted,  is  less  likely  to  prove 
“fatal,  thereby  diminishing  the  case  mortality.  If 
children  can  be  prevented  from  contracting  measles 
“ during  the  first  few  years  of  life,  each  year  gained  gives 
“ them  greater  immunity  from  the  disease. 

As  measles  spreads  fi'om  one  person  to  another — 
“ tliat  is,  from  the  sickeniiig  to  the  healthy — there  is  no 
“ doubt  in  the  minds  of  most  medical  officers  of  health 
“ and  a large  majority  of  practitioners  that  when  measles 
“ is  introduced  into  the  infant  departments  of  schools 
“ (more  particular!}^  the  babies’  classes)  school  attendance 
“ promotes  its  more  or  less  rajffd  spread  according  to  the 
“ amount  of  susceptible  material  present  in  the  shape  of 
“ infants  congregated  together,  i.c.,  the  number  of  infant 
cbildnui  who  have  not  already  had  measles.’’ 

During  the  jiast  year  measles  has  been  endemic  in 
Aston  iNfanor,  and  several  times  became  epidemic,  which 
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is  not  surprising  from  tlie  above  facts,  considering  how 
densely  populated  Aston  iNIanor  is  with  its  large  propor- 
tion of  school  children.  During  the  past  year  five  infant 
departments  of  schools  have  been  so  severely  affected  that 
I have  thought  it  advisable  to  recommend  closure  in  order 
to  try  and  localise  the  disease  and  also  curtail, its  spread, 
thereby  tending  to  lessen  the  fatality  therefrom.  This 
step  is  never  recommended  without  much  thought,  know- 
ing how  much  it  interferes  with  school  attendance  and 
manngenient,  although  if  the  whok'  department  is  closed 
on  a mc'dical  ceidificafi*  the  attendance  grant  is  ])aid.  The 
consideration  shown  by  the  Education  t'onnnittec  in  com- 
plying with  these  recommendations  is  to  be  highly  com- 
mended, showing  that  the  child’s  health  is  thought  more 
of  than  the  financial  aspect. 


The  following  infant  departments  of  schools  were 
closed  for  a period  of  three  weeks  : — • 

Aston  Lane  Infant  Department  closed  ...  May  10th,  1907 
Gower  Street  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  June  12th,  1907 

Station  Eoad  „ ,,  ,,  ...  June  17th,  1907 

Aston  Lane  ,,  ,,  ,,  (,'f, Dec.  9th,  1907 

Station  Road  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  Nov.  29th,  1907 


I am  again  able  to  state,  the  procedure  of  closure  was 
beneficial,  as  it  arrested  the  disease  in  the  school  affected 
and  diminished  it  in  the  district  served  by  the  school.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  during  the  months  these  de])artinents 
were  closed  only  seven  of  the  thirty-nine  deaths  occurred, 
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The  following  table  shows  the  monthly  number  of 
deaths  from  measles  during  the  past  six  years  : — 


Year. 

Jan. 

CD 

Ph 

CP 

<1 

fA 

c3 

§ 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

O 

o 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals. 

1902 

IL 

. 2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

24 

1903 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

5 

1 

— 

1 

3 

25 

1904 

2 

3 

4 

4 

3 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1905 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

2 

7 

3 

— 

6 

2 

30 

1906 

5 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

6 

7 

28 

1907 

10 

11 

4 

5 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

39 

Whooping^  Cough. 

Average  of 
previous 
1907.  iO  years. 

No.  of  Deaths  20  34 

This  disease  was  the  cause  of  only  one  death  in  the 
Borough  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year ; during  the 
second  quarter  two  deaths  occurred,  and  during  the  third 
quarter  three,  l)ut  during  the  latter  quarter  whooping 
cough  assumed  an  epidemic  form,  and  was  very  fatal, 
being  the  cause  of  fourteen  deaths,  two  in  October,  three 
in  November,  and  nine  in  December,  making  a total  of 
twenty  deaths  during  1907.  All  these  deaths  occurred  in 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years  ; six  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  children  under  twelve  months,  and  fourteen 
between  oiu'  and  live'  years  of  age.  1 have  general  ly  ivported 
on  measles  and  whooping  cough  under  thesame  heading,  as 
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they  arc  more  fatal  among  children  under  five  than  all  the 
other  infectious  diseases  taken  together,  but  this  year  I 
think  it  advisable  to  report  on  them  separately.  The  school 
is  one  of  the  chief  agents  in  the  spread  of  this  disease, 
but  when  it  invades  the  infant  department  it  cannot  bo 
contrulk.'d  by  early  school  closure  to  the  same  extent 
as  measles,  partly  because  whooping  cough  does  not 
spread  with  the  same  rapidity  (although  it  is 
very  infectious),  and  partly  because  the  duration  of  the 
infection  is  much  more  ])rolonged.  School  closure  for 
prevalence  of  this  disease  in  an  infant  department,  there- 
fore, would  have  to  be  recommended  for  not  less  than 
three  months  to  be  of  any  avail. 

Considering  the  fatality  of  whooping  cough  and 
measles  in  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  how  these 
diseases  spread  in  infant  de})artments  of  schools,  if  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years  were,  excluded  from  school  the 
mortality  from  measles  and  whooping  cough  would  be 
greatly  reduced,  thereby  preserving  many  valuable  lives. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
measles  and  whooping  cough  during  each  of  the  past  ten 
years  : — 


DEATHS 

FEOM 

CD 

i cx. 

1 CO 

I 

1 1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

o 

05 

T— 1 

1906. 

1907. 

1 

Total. 

Measles 

27 

11 

32 

29 

24 

25 

16 

30 

28 

39 

261 

Whooping 

Cough...  ^ 

11 

31 

3G 

28 

47 

21 

56 

27 

34 

52 

311 

40 


I submit  for  the  past  ten  years  a table  to  show  the 
number  of  deatlis  from  measles  and  whooping  cough 
below  five  years  of  age,  as  compared  with  those  occurring 
over  that  age  : — 


Disease. 

Age. 

18t8 

1899 

190U- 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Total. 

Measles 

Under  5 years 

27 

11 

31 

26 

22 

25 

15 

28 

24 

38 

247 

Over  5 years 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

4 

1 

14 

Total 

27 

11 

32 

29 

24 

25 

16 

30 

28 

39 

261 

Whooping 

Under  5 years 

10 

27 

24 

37 

45 

21 

53 

27 

34 

20 

298 

Cough 

Over  5 years 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

13 

Total 

11 

31 

36 

28 

47 

21 

56 

27 

34 

20 

311 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Average  of 
previous 
1907.  10  years. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  101  74 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  22  11 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Aston  Manor...  0'26 

Unfortunately,  this  disease  has  continued  to  be  as 
prevalent  in  the  Borough  as  in  1906,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  unsatisfactory  features  during  1907.  This  continued 
prevalence  of  diphtheria  coincides  again  with  a similar 
increase  in  Birmingham  and  the  country  generally,  but 
has  not  yet  exceeded  in  numbers  the  epidemic  which  oc- 
curred in  Aston  Manor  eleven  years  ago,  when  there  were 
204  cases  notified.  The  number  of  cases,  viz.,  101,  has 
only  slightly  diminished,  as  compared  with  107  in  the 
previous  year.  The  cases  have  been  scattered  fairly 
evenly  over  the  whole  of  the  Borough  throughout  the 


Chart  showing  the  Weekly  Number  of  Cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1907. 
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year,  and  at  no  time  of  the  year  could  the  disease  be 
considered  epidemic,  although  the  possibility  that  it  might 
become  so  was  not  lost  sight  of.  I have  included 
cases  notified  as  suffering  from  INIembranous  Croup  imder 
this  heading,  this  term  being  used  at  times  by  some 
medical  men  for  the  disease  in  young  children.  The 
Itegistrar-General  also  groups  Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
branous Croup  under  one  heading.  No  evidence 
of  importance  bearing  on  the  occurrence  of  these  sporadic 
cases  was  elicited.  The  milk  supply  has  been  under  strict 
surveillance  both  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
but  we  have  failed  to  trace  any  cases  to  this  source.  In 
a few  homes  previous  cases  have  been  the  source  of  infec- 
tion, and,  as  I said  in  my  last  i^nnual  Keport,  “ Diph- 
theria spreads  from  person  to  person  among  susceptible 
people,  especially  children,  within  a limited  area,  and  is 
not  now  regarded  as  due  so  much  in  extent  to  sewer  gas, 
bad  drains,  or  low-lying  or  unsuitable  soil,  or  even  tips. 
In  the  past  many  mild  cases  were  unrecognised,  which 
are  now  recognised  and  diagnosed  as  diphtheria  by  the  aid 
of  bacteriological  examinations  of  secretions  from  sus- 
picious cases  of  sore  throat.  It  is  now  well  known  that 
infection  of  this  disease  can  sometimes  be  present  in  a 
throat  without  causing  any  inconvenience,  and  susceptible 
people  are  infected  thereby.” 

This  is  a disease  which  is  considered  due  also  to  du.st 
infection.  There  were  101  cases  of  diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1907,  and 
the  deaths  numbered  22,  of  which  17  were  registered 
within  the  Borough,  the  others  being  registered  elsewhere, 
and  occurred  in  : — 
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General  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  3 

Children’s  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

City  Hospital  . . ...  ...  ...  1 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  and  speaks  well 
for  home  isolation  and  the  vigilance  of  the  Sanitary 
Department,  that  in  only  three  instances  did  a second 
case  occur  in  a home  out  of  the  101  cases  notified,  and 
that  out  of  the  97  homes  affected  80  were  supplied  with 
water  closets.  With  such  a wide  dissemination  of  cases 
throughout  the  town,  it  is  surprising  that  more  persons  in 
an  infected  home  did  not  contract  the  disease,  and 
emphasises  the  fact  already  mentioned  that  the  infectivity 
of  diphtheria  is  extremely  localised. 

No  school  or  department  of  a school  was  particularly 
affected,  although  74  of  the  101  cases  notified  were  under 
15  years  of  age.  The  number  of  cases  among  school 
children  was  51,  who  were  in  attendance  at  48  depart- 
ments of  schools.  Six  of  these  cases  attended  private 
schools,  of  which  three  were  outside  the  Borough.  In 
no  instance  in  any  month  did  more  than  two  cases  occur 
in  any  department  of  a school.  School  closure  for  diph- 
theria did  not,  therefore,  become  necessary. 

It  would  be  useful  for  the  statistics  of  the  district, 
as  well  as  helpful  to  the  patients  and  medical  practitioners, 
if  more  advantage  was  taken  of  the  facilities  provided  for 
the  bacteriological  examination  of  throat  secretions  from 
suspicious  sore  throats,  in  order  that  better  evidence  as  to 
the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  and  often  more  early  in- 
formation could  be  obtained  and  also  greater  accuracy  in 
diagnosis.  Of  the  101  cases  notified,  specimens  were 
submitted  by  practitioners  for  bacteriological  examination 
in  only  20  of  them. 
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The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  and  deaths  is 
shown  on  page  33,  and  an  age  table  of  the  cases  is  shown 
on  poge  34 ; also  a monthly  table  of  the  cases  notified  is 
given.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  wards  which  have  suffered 
most  severely  were  Brook  and  Six  Ways  Wards. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Average  of 
previous 
lOO?.  10  years. 

Number  of  Gases  ...  ...  345  279 

,,  Deaths  ...  ...  4 9 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Aston  Manor  0-04 

This  disease  became  suddenly  epidemic  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1906,  and  has  prevailed  extensively 
during  1907,  but  did  not  assume  again  an  epidemic 
form,  and  was  fairly  evenly  disseminated  throughout 
the  Borough  : Axilla  Ward  being  the  least  affected ; and 
Park  AVard  showing  the  greatest  incidence.  The  number 
of  cases  notified  in  Aston  Manor  during  the  year  under 
review  from  this  disease  was  345,  as  compared  with  324 
in  1906.  There  were  only  four  deaths,  three  of  which 
occurred  in  your  Borough  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  equal 
to  a death-rate  of  0'04  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  a 
case  mortality  of  1’2  per  cent.  The  highest  number  of 
cases  notified  was  53  in  November,  and  the  lowest  was 
17  in  January.  Of  the  345  notified  eases,  278  were  re- 
moved to  the  Aston  ATanor  Scarlet  Fever  Hospital,  repre- 
senting the  isolation  of  80  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases 
in  the  Borough.  A local  outbreak  occurred  in  the  lower 
end  of  Vicarage  Road  in  June.  The  first  case  in  the 
locality,  which  is  a densely-populated  one,  was  notified 
to  me  on  June  18th,  and  between  that  date  and  Septem- 
ber 5th  (a  pei'iod  of  11  weeks)  22  cases  occurred  in  15 


44 


houses.  Each  case  was  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital 
Of  the  22  cases, 

5 were  actually  attending  school  at  time  of  being 
taken  ill ; 

8 occurred  during  the  summer  holidays ; 

5 were  children,  scholars  of  Vicarage  Koad  School, 
but  not  in  actual  attendance  when  taken  ill,  ajul 

4 were  infants  or  adults  not  attending  school. 

I did  not  therefore  consider  it  advisable  to  recommend 
school  closure. 

There  was  no  reason  to  suspect  the  milk  supply,  this 
being  varied  both  as  regards  the  retailers  and  wholesalers. 

In  company  with  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  I visited 
the  locality,  making  inquiries  in  the  infected  homes  and 
other  houses  in  the  various  courts,  and  we  also  made  a 
systematic  house-to-house  visitation  in  all  the  courts  in  the 
infected  locality  on  a Saturday,  and  I examined  the 
children  in  the  homes  with  a view  to  ascer- 
taining whether  any  of  them  were  desquamating 
from  scarlet  fever.  I was  suspicious  that  one 

child,  living  in  28  Court,  Vicarage  Eoad,  was 

desquamating  from  that  disease,  and  he  was  therefore  kept 
under  observation.  Upon  a subsequent  visit  two  days 
later  this  suspicion  was  confirmed,  and  the  child  was 
removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  no  fresh  case  was 
reported  in  connection  with  this  local  epidemic. 

I also  caused  a house-to-house  visitation  to  be  made 
by  your  Lady  Health  Visitor,  instructing  her  to  have 
special  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  that 
neighbourhood. 
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Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  incidence  of  this 
disease  in  the  various  schools  of  the  Borough. 
In  each  case  notified  a visit  and  report  are  made 
and  a record  ke]:)t  of  the  [)uhlic  clcnientary  and 
private  schools  attended  by  children  from  the  infected 
homes,  and  notices  have  been  sent  to  the  head  teachers 
of  the  schools  attended,  requesting  them  not  to  permit 
them  to  return  to  school  until  the  house  and  clothing 
have  been  disinfected,  and  a medical  certificate  stating 
that  the  children  are  free  from  infection  has  been  fur- 
nished. 

In  each  case  notified  the  premises  have  been  in- 
spected by  the  Sanitary  Staff  and  a report  made  to  me, 
and  where  the  disease  has  been  treated  at  home  a weekly 
visit  has  been  paid  in  order  to  enforce  isolation  and  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  infection.  Disinfection  of  the  infected 
rooms  and  clothing  has  been  consistently  carried  out  after 
the  recovery  of  the  patient  treated  at  home,  also  when 
removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  This  disinfection  consists 
of  fumigation,  removal  of  infected  bed  and  clothing  to 
the  steam  disinfector,  and  the  stripping  and  liraewashing 
of  the  infected  rooms,  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Although  the  number  of  cases  has  been  large,  they 
have  been  notified  faiidy  evenly  throughout  the  year,  and 
have  therefore  caused  no  undue  strain  upon  the  Sanitary 
Staff  or  upon  the  accommodation  at  the  Hospital,  as  the 
sudden  epidemic  of  the  last  quarter  of  1906  did  before  the 
now  pavilion  was  completed.  By  ])uilding  this  large 
pavilion  of  two  wards  in  November  of  1906  it  has  not  only 
enabled  the  prompt  isolation  of  patients  in  hospital,  but 
abolished  crowding  of  cases,  and  allows  of  plenty  of  cubic 
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space  and  possibility  of  the  segregation  of  cases,  which 
has  tended  towards  a more  speedy  recovery,  shorter  time 
in  hospital,  less  trouble  from  secondary  throat  and  skin 
affection,  and,  as  I have  said  previously,  “ considering 
the  fast-growing  population  in  the  districts  from  which 
you  are  under  contract  to  isolate  cases,  increased  ward 
space  had  become  absolutely  necessary.” 

I again  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  those 
medical  practitioners  who  have  been  good  enough  to 
certify  at  the  time  of  notifying  a case  of  scarlet  fever 
whether  the  patient  is  fit  for  removal  to  hospital  or  not. 


The  following  is  the  usual  summary  for  the  past  ten 
years  of  the  number  of  cases,  infected  homes,  and  the 
means  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  usual 
routine  of  disinfection  and  stripping  of  houses,  or  parts 
thereof,  after  recovery,  or  removal  of  cases  being  con- 
tinued. 


Veak. 

Cases  of 
Scarlet 
Fever 
Reported. 

Infected 

Houses. 

Deaths 
registered, 
including 
those  in 
Hospital. 

Houses 

stripped 

and 

di.sinfected 

on 

Medical 

Certificate. 

Lots  of 
Clothing 
and 

Bedding 

disinfected 

at 

Apparatus. 

Cases 
isolated  in 
Hospital. 

Percent- 

age 

of  cases 
isolateil. 

1898 

169 

144 

4 

153 

164 

59 

35 

1899 

128 

112 

2 

98 

102 

53 

41 

1900 

406 

320 

7 

274 

339 

248 

62 

1901 

309 

253 

15 

240 

279 

165 

53 

1902 

361 

289 

18 

276 

304 

223 

62 

1903 

383 

292 

19 

311 

321 

248 

65 

1904 

175 

142 

17 

157 

159 

120 

68 

1905 

164 

121 

6 

107 

132 

127 

77 

1906 

321 

253 

7 

276 

281 

268 

82 

1907 

345 

285 

4 

298 

286 

277 

80 

Chari  showihg  the  Weekly  Number  of  Cares  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during 

1906  (Black)  and  1907  (Red). 
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It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  percentage  of  deaths 
was  1'2  per  cent.,  comparing  favourably  with  2'2  per  cent, 
in  190G,  and  3’6  per  cent,  in  1905,  indicating  that  the  type 
of  epidemic  was  not  of  a virulent  character. 


The  following  table  shows  the  ages  and  deaths  from 
this  disease  during  the  past  three  years. 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

J)e:iths. 

Under  5 years  ... 

49 

3 

76 

5 

97 

2 

From  5-10  years 

69 

3 

151 

1 

162 

1 

„ 10-15  „ 

21 

59 

1 

47 

1 

„ 15-20  „ 

9 

18 

17 

— 

At  20  and  upwards 

16 

20 

— 

22 

— 

Totals 

164 

6* 

324 

7 

345 

'■'A 

*T}iree  of  these  cases  died  in  hospital,  and  were  regis- 
tered in  Staffordshire. 


Smallpox. 

No  case  of  small  pox  occurred  in  the  Borough  during 
the  past  year,  the  last  case  being  notified  November  25th, 
1906,  and  proved  to  be  a case  of  modified  smallpox  (vario- 
loid) imported  from  Hull. 


48 


Puerpera.1  Fever  and  Midwives  Act. 

Aveiage 
of  previous 
1907.  10  years. 

Number  of  Cases  in  Aston  Manor  ...  5 5 

Three  cases  of  puerperal  fever  liave  been  notified  in 
the  practice  of  in  id  wives,  and  two  in  the  practice  of 
medical  men.  Of  the  five  cases  notified,  two  died. 
Each  case  has  been  carefully  inquired  into  by  myself  and 
the  Inspector,  and  if  occurring  in  the  practice  of  a mid- 
wife, a report  has  been  made  to  the  Executive  Officer, 
under  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  for  the  County  of  War- 
wick, Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill.  I have  continued  to  have 
thorough  disinfection  carried  out  in  all  cases,  and  in  the 
cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  the  follow- 
ing section  of  the  rules  of  the  Central  IMid wives  Board 
was  rigorously  enforced. 

“Whenever  a midwife  has  been  in  attend- 
“ ance  upon  a patient  suffering  from  puerperal 
“ fever,  or  from  any  other  illness  supposed  to  be 
“ infectious,  she  must  disinfect  herself  and  all  her 
“instruments  and  other  appliances,  to  the  satis- 
“ faction  of  the  local  sanitary  authority,  and  must 
‘ ‘ have  her  clothing  thoroughly  disinfected  before 
“ going  to  another  labour.  Unless  otherwise 
“ directed  by  the  local  supervising  authority,  all 
“ washable  clothing  should  be  boiled,  and  other 
‘ ‘ clothing  should  be  sent  to  be  stoved  (by  tbe 
“ local  Sanitary  Authority),  and  then  exposed 
“ freely  to  the  open  air  for  several  days.” 


Erysipelas. 

Eighty-eight  cases  of  erysipelas  have  been  notified 
during  1907,  as  compared  with  71  in  1906,  and  60  in 
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1905.  There  was  only  one  death  from  this  disease,  which 
occurred  outside  the  Borougli.  In  each  case  the  premises 
have  been  visited  and  inquiries  made,  but  no  further 
action  has  been  called  for. 


Phthisis  and  other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  94  deaths  (65  males  and 
29  females)  during  1907,  as  compared  with  86  deaths 
during  1906.  The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  the 
year  1907  was  IT.  Twenty  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
institutions  outside  the  Borough,  viz.  : 15  in  the  Work- 
house  Infirmary,  and  5 in  Hatton  Asylum. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  from  other  forms  of 
tuberculous  diseases  during  the  year  w'as  29,  giving  a 
death-rate  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  of  0'34. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
from  phthisis  in  Aston  Manor  for  the  last  ten  years,  and 
the  death-rates  for  the  same  period  as  compared  with 
the  death-rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


Il8981899 

1 1 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907, 

No.  of  Deaths  from 
Phthisis  in  Aston 
Manor... 

1 

84 

1 

78 

93 

88 

62 

108 

98 

89 

86 

94 

Death-rate  from 
Phthisis  in  Aston 
Manor... 

104 

0-97 

1-1 

1-1 

0-8 

1-3 

1-2 

1-1 

•04 

11 

Death-ra.  te  from 
Phthisis  in  England 
and  Wales 

i 

'l-31 

i 

1-33 

1-33 

1-33 

1-23 

1-20 

1-23 

1-14 

1-15 
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Cong^ress  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  institute. 

1 attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eoyal  Sanitary 
Institute,  which  was  held  at  lHil)lin  this  year,  as  your 
appointed  delegate. 

Among  the  subjects  of  a general  character  which  were 
under  consideration  the  one  most  important  and  practical 
in  its  character  was  that  of  “ The  Hole  of  Sanatoria  as  a 
Factor  in  Checlving  Tuberculosis,”  and  the  conclusion  was 
arrived  at  that  more  emphasis  should  be  given  to 
measures  for  improving  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  pre- 
tubercular  stages,  than  on  sanatoria,  though  there  was  no 
attempt  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  latter  as  a curative 
means.  • 

Among  the  measures  recommended  were  the  follow- 
ing 

1.  Checking  of  overcrowding. 

2.  Inspection  of  cows  and  cowsheds  and  milk  super- 

vision. 

3.  Bacteriological  diagnosis  in  early  and  suspected 

stages. 

4.  Compulsory  notification  (modified)  of  phthisis. 

5.  Thorough  disinfection  of  rooms  vacated  by  con- 

sumptives, educative  advice  and  special  house- 
hold arrangements  in  known  or  suspected 
cases. 

The  feeling  of  the  meeting  on  this  matter  was  em- 
bodied in  the  following  resolution,  which  I fully  endorse  : 

‘‘  That  the  group  of  conditions  now  recognised 
under  the  term  ‘ pr('-hdierculous  ’ is  deserving  of 
more  attention  than  it  has  hitherto  received  in  these 
countries  and  that  this  Conference  recommends  the 
Council  of  the  Boyal  Sanitary  Institute  to  direct  the 
attention  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Authorities  to  the  question.” 
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Influenza. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the 
past  year,  one  disease  occurring  in  each  of  the  following 
njonths  : — January,  February,  March,  April,  October, 
November,  and  December. 

Zymotic  Diarrhoea. 

Average 
of  previous 
1907.  10  years. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  36  145 

Death-rate  per  1,000  in  Aston  Manor  0'43  — 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  this  disease  does  not 
for  the  hrst  time  for  many  years  figure  very  prominently  in 
the  mortality  returns.  Zymotic  diarrhoea  was  the  cause 
of  only  36  deaths  during  the  past  year,  as  compared  with 
139  during  the  preceding  one,  36  being  the  lowest  num- 
ber of  deaths  recorded  for  Aston  Manor  in  any  year  since 
1894  from  this  disease,  when  during  that  year  the  number 
of  deaths  was  only  32. 

No  fewer  than  30  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  infants 
under  twelve  months,  five  occurred  in  children  from  one  to 
five  years  and  one  death  occurred  ina  person  above  that  age. 
Eight  of  these  deaths  took  place  in  August,  twelve  in 
September,  and  twelve  in  October.  There  also  were  ten 
deaths  from  enteritis,  a disease  closely  allied  to  diarrhoea 
but  not  grouped  under  that  heading. 

This  greatly  lessened  mortality  from  diarrhoeal 
diseases  is  almost  entirely  owing  to  the  Summer 
of  1907  being  not  only  a veiy  cold  Summer  but 
a very  wet  one.  Zymotic  diarrhoea  is  a seasonal  disease, 
and  is  particularly  epidemic  and  fatal  in  the  Autumn 
among  hand-fed  infants  and  young  children.  This  is  con- 
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sidered  due  to  the  specific  organism  or  germ  often  latent  in 
the  soil  around  dwellings  which,  becoming  active  after  hot 
dry  weather,  is  introduced  into  milk  or  uncovered  food  by 
infected  dust  and  flies,  etc.  Milk  becomes  a most  potent 
medium  in  hot  weather  for  the  growth  of  this  microbial 
infection,  the  hot  weather  also  facilitating  putrefaction  in 
food  exposed  to  infected  dust  and  flies.  As  milk  is  the 
staple  food  of  the  hand-fed  infant,  who  is  very  susceptible 
to  this  particular  infection,  it  becomes  the  chief  medium  by 
which  this  specific  poison  is  introduced,  and  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  illness  and  death  from  diarrhoea.  This 
theory  is  borne  out  by  the  almost  unprecedented  low  mor- 
tality from  diarrhoeal  diseases  during  the  past  wet  and  cold 
Summer,  which  has  not  only  prevented  the  development 
of  these  organisms  in  polluted  soil,  but  has  kept  down  or 
washed  away  the  infected  dust  of  the  roads,  yards  and 
spaces  which  dust  otherwise  would  have  blown  about,  and 
have  gaijied  entrance  to  milk  and  food,  and  the  cold 
weather  reduced  the  number  of  flies  and  infection  there- 
from and  also  retarded  putrefaction. 

I have  in  previous  reports  commented  on  some  of  the 
measures  which  might  prevent  or  minimise  the  prevalence 
of  this  disease,  such  as  the  frequent  watering  of  streets, 
the  paving  and  cleansing  of  yards,  and  the  keeping  of.  soil 
around  dwelling  houses  free  from  the  contamination  of 
animal  and  vegetable  matter,  such  as  slops  ; the  conversion 
of  privies  and  middens  into  waterclosets  permanently 
removes  infection  from  polluted  soil  and  reduces  the  num- 
ber of  flics  who  infest  middens  and  breed  there.  Covering 
of  milk  and  food,  especially  condensed  milk  in  tins,  boiling 
of  milk,  cleansing  the  homes  frequently  of  domestic  dirt 
with  soap  and  water  before  that  dirt  is  blown 
about  as  infected  dust,  burning  domestic  vegetable  and 
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animal  matter,  ventilation  and  the  proper  storing  of  food 
all  tend  to  minimise  the  risk  of  infection.  As  1 have  said 
previously, 

‘ ‘ A pure  milk  supply  is  essential , but  cleanli- 
“ ness  in  transit  and  storage  of  milk  is  quite  as 
“ important,  as  also  is  the  cleanliness  of  vessels  for 
“ its  distribution.  The  recent  Dairies,  Co'wsheds, 
“ and  Milkshops  Orders  have  been  more  rigorously 
“ enforced,  but  as  the  milking  is  not  done  in  this 
“ town,  there  being  no  cowkeeper  registered  in  the 
“ Borough,  the  control  of  this  is  somewhat  limited. 
“ Boiling  milk  tends  to  safeguard  many,  as  it  is  in 
“ milk  that  these  germs  so  easily  thrive  and 
“ multiply  after  once  gaining  entrance.” 

The  Lady  Health  Visitor,  in  her  daily  visits  to  the 
homes  where  a baby  has  recently  been  born,  brings  before 
parents  the  chief  of  these  preventive  measures,  so  also  in 
her  special  court  or  house-to-house  visitations.  The  usual 
2)osters  giving  the  Directions  for  the  Prevention  of 
Diarrhoea  were  again  affixed  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  deaths  were  registered  under  the  following 


names  : — 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea ...  13 

Summer  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dysenteric  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  — 

Epidemic  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Zymotic  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Epidemic  Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Chronic  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Gastro  Intestinal  Catarrh  ...  ...  ...  4 

Epidemic  Catarrh ...  ...  1 

Infective  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


36 
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The  mean  annual  death-rate  per  thousand  from 
diarrhoeal  diseases  in  Aston  Manor  for  the  past  ten  years 
was  as  follows  : — 


1898 

... 

2.09 

1903 

... 

1.3 

1899 

... 

2.83 

1904 

. . . 

1.7 

1900 

... 

2.08 

1905 

. • 

1.08 

1901 

. . 

2.00 

1906 

. . . 

1.68 

1902 

0.6 

1907 

0.43 

The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  deaths  regis- 
tered from  diarrhoeal  diseases  during  each  month  of  each 
of  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

-1^ 

& 

<D 

-^3 

o 

o 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals. 

1898 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

11 

24 

51 

56 

15 

4 

1 

168 

1899 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

10 

41 

93 

55 

11 

3 

1 

227 

1900 

2 

2 

1 

5 

4 

3 

20 

78 

32 

13 

5 

3 

168 

1901 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

7 

40 

59 

40 

5 

— 

— 

155 

1902 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

15 

11 

— 

4 

41 

1903 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

10 

44 

25 

15 

— 

1 

105 

1904 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

29 

83 

16 

2 

— 

3 

141 

1905 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

22 

44 

13 

3 

— 

2 

88 

1906 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

59 

56 

13 

— 

— 

139 

1907 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

3 

8 

12 

12 

— 

— 
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Table  ffiving  the  ages  of  the  total  deaths  from  Diarrhceal 

“ c*  o 

Diseases  during  the  past  five  years : — 


1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Under  3 months 

21 

28 

23 

26 

10 

Between  3 and  6 months 

33 

42 

25 

34 

9 

Between  6 and  9 months 

22 

29 

17 

25 

7 

Between  9 and  12  months  ... 

15 

14 

9 

24 

4 

Between  12  and  15  mouths  ... 

6 

7 

5 

8 

1 

Between  15  months  and  2 years 

5 

12 

3 

13 

3 

Between  2 years  and  5 years... 

2 

— 

3 

4 

1 

Above  5 years 

1 

9 

3 

5 

1 

Totals  ... 

105 

141 

88 

139 
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Typhoid  Fever. 


Number  of  Cases 

1907. 

41 

Average  of 
previous  10  years. 

91 

N umber  of  Deaths 

12 

14 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Aston 
Manor  J... 

0-1 

]t  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  a diminished 
prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  Borough  during  1907, 
and  although  the  reduction  of  cases  is  but  slight  compared 
v.'ith  1906,  a continued  reduction  of  this  endemic  disease 
has  been  maintained  since  it  became  epidemic  in  1899. 
Inhere  were  41  cases  attributed  to  this  disease  in  the 


56 


Borough  during  the  past  year  as  compared  with  47  in 
1906  and  35  in  1905,  in  which  latter  year  the  lowest  num- 
ber of  typhoid  fever  cases  was  recorded  since  the  Infectious 
llisease  (MotiticatiorO  Act  was  adopted  in  Aston  Manor  in 
1891. 


Out  of  the  4]  cases  notified  12  died.  Five  of  these 
deaths  occurred  and  were  registered  in  Aston  INfanor; 
the  rest  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  institutions  outside  the 
Borough. 

The  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
fever- during  recent  years  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  pleas- 
ing features  of  the  past  few  years’  health  records  of  Aston 
Manor,  but  is  one  of  the  chief  indications  of  the  improved 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  as  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease  is  to  a great  extent,  though  by  no  means  wholly, 
due  to  an  insanitary  condition  of  a town.  I might  here 
quote  a paragraph  of  my  last  annual  report,  which  is  again 
applicable  for  1907  : — 

“Typhoid  fever  is  generally  endemic  in  densely 
“ populated  towns  like  Aston  Manor,  where  privies 
“ and  middens  are  not  yet  all  abolished,  and  pol- 
“ luted  soil  remains  round  dwelling  houses,  and  it 
“ will  be  some  years  yet  before  the  district  is 
“ entirely  a watercloset  town.  The  urgent  need  of 
“ speedily  converting  these  privies  and  middens 
‘ ‘ into  waterclosets  has  been  long  recognised  by 
“ your  Health  Committee,  and  no  amount  of  pains 
“and  energy, have  been  spared  by  your  Sanitary 
“ Staff  towards  the  abolition  of  privies  and  middens 
“generally,  and  wherever  possible,  I have,  with 
“ the  help  of  your  Inspector,  endeavoured  to  get  the 
“ privies  and  middens  at  typhoid  infected  houses 
“ converted  into  waterclosets  and  dry  ashpits,  and 
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“ have?  in  many  other  instances  inspected  privies 
“ and  middens,  in  order,  if  necessary,  to  give 
“ medical  evidence  of  their  danger  to  health." 

The  41  cases  notilied  during  the  past  year  occurred  in 
40  houses,  of  which  38  had  w.c.’s  and  2 had  privies  and 
middens. 

In  only  one  instance  did  two  cases  occur  in  one  house 
during  the  year  ui\der  review.  The  usual  strict  investiga- 
tions were  instituted  in  each  case,  a visit  being  made  by 
myself  or  one  of  tbc  Sanitary  Staff,  and  where  any 
nuisance  was  detected  notices  were  sent  for  the  immediate 
abatement  of  the  nuisance,  the  following  notices  for  abate- 
ment being  served  for  nuisances  discovered  in  the  infected 
homes  : — 

Defective  vent  shaft  . ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  cistern  in  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  roof  over  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  eaves-spouting  to  wash-houses  ...  1 

Defective  joints  between  flush-pipes  and 

pans  in  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Choked  or  offensive  drains  ...  ...  ...  2 

W ater  in  cellar  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

10 

A printed  circular  of  precautions  for  the  prevention 
of  the  extension  of  the  disease  was  left  at  each  house 
where  a case  was  notified,  and  disinfectants  are  supplied 
free  on  application.  On  recovery  or  removal  of  the  patient 
all  infected  bedding  and  clothing  was  removed  and  disin- 
fected in  your  steam  disinfector  at  the  Interception  .Depart- 
ment, Chester  Street,  the  infected  room  being  stripped 
and  liniewashed  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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In  all  cases  the  water  supply  was  directly  from  the 
public  service,  viz.  ; — Birmingham  Welsh  Water  Supply, 
and  in  no  case  w'as  there  any  suspicion  of  infection  being 
conveyed  by  water  imbibed  in  the  Borough.  The  milk 
supply  did  not  come  under  suspicion,  as  in  practically  each 
case  it  varied. 

Nine  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Bacteriological 
Department  of  the  Birmingham  University  for  Widal’s 
examination,  of  which  one  showed  positive  result  and 
eight  negative.  In  two  cases  there  was  a history  of 
patients  partaking  of  shellhsh,  either  oysters,  cockles  or 
mussels  a week  or  two  previous  to  the  onset  of  the  disease, 
and  as  shellfish  arc  often  fattened  on  sewage-contaminated 
estuaries  they  are  a likely  source  of  infection. 

The  ward  incidence  of  this  disease  will  be  seen  from 
the  table  on  page  33.  The  greatest  incidence  was,  as  in 
1906,  again  in  Eeservoir  Ward,  with  12  cases,  and  the 
smallest  in  Villa  Ward,  with  only  one  case. 

The  weekly  progress  is  shown  by  the  chart  and  the 
first  of  the  following  tables  shows  the  monthly  incidence 
of  cases  notified  during  the  past  five  years  and  the  second 
gives  the  age  distribution  : — 


Year. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

o 

cc 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

1903 

5 

7 

9 

13 

4 

2 

1 

3 

9 

8 

8 

8 

77 

1904 

8 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

2 

6 

7 

5 

3 

4 

50 

1905 

3 

1 

— 

5 

— 

4 

1 

6 

6 

5 

2 

2 

35 

1906 

— 

2 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 

2 

9 

7 

9 

7 

47 

1907 

9 

8 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

2 

41 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION, 


1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Under  5 years 

4 

3 

4 

5 

2 

— 

5 to  15  ,, 

11 

14 

12 

6 

15 

14 

15  to  25  ,,  

25 

31 

14 

13 

12 

13 

25  to  45  „ 

34 

25 

19 

9 

17 

12 

45  to  65  

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

65  years  and  upwards... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

76 

77 

50 

35 

47 

41 

Disin-fection. 

The  disinfection  of  infected  clothing  and  bedding 
has  been  carried  out  at  the  steam  disinfector  at  Chester 
Street,  and  Mr.  Treadaway,  the  Superintendent  of  that 
Department,  has  snjDplied  me  with  the  following  return 
of  the  amount  of  disinfection  carried  out  during  the  past 
three  years  for  this  and  other  contracting  distidcts  : — 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Lots.  Articles. 

Lots.  Articles. 

Lots.  Articles. 

Aston  Manor  ... 

263 

3,576 

454 

5,152 

500 

5,722 

Erdington  and  Castle 
Bromwich  ... 

51 

636 

75 

735 

105 

1,330 

Sutton  Coldfield 

33 

689 

17 

336 

47 

844 

Perry  Barr 

1 

19 

6 

64 

13 

274 

Private 

2 

30 

1 

9 

— 

— 

Total  

350 

4,950 

553 

6,296 

665 

8,170 

GO 


Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  houses  in  which  infec- 
tious disease  has  occurred  has  l)een  carried  out  under  the 
directions  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  infected 
room  or  rooms  being  fumigated,  the  bedding  being  re- 
moved to  your  steam  disinfector,  and  returned  in  a “pure” 
van,  and  the  walls  of  the  infected  portion  of  the  house 
being  stripped  and  limew^ashed. 

It  has  been  custom ai*y  in  the  past  to  disinfect  any 
Public  Library  books  from  infected  houses.  Eecently, 
with  a view  further  to  minimise  the  risk  of  spreading 
infection,  the  Free  Libraries  Committee  has  decided  that 
all  books  which  come  from  infected  houses  shall  be 
destroyed  and  replaced. 


Inquests. 

From  the  weekly  returns  of  the  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  as  supplied  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Ingall,  Eegistrar 
of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  district,  it  appears  only  4 
deaths  were  registered  by  him  as  uncertified,  as  compared 
with  10  during  1906 ; and  that  56  inquests  were  held  by 
H.M.  Coroner,  J.  J.  W.  Wilmshurst,  Esq.,  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  54  during  1906  and  47  during 
1905. 


Mortuary. 

Mr.  Eobert  Hannah,  the  Deputy  Chief  Constable  for 
the  County,  and  Superintendent  of  Police  for  the 
Borough,  reports  that  there  were  55  bodies  deposited  at 
the  Mortuary  during  the  past  year — 26  males  and  29 
females — and  28  post-mortem  examinations  made,  and  55 
inquests  held.  There  were  57  bodies  deposited  there 
during  1906,  and  44  during  1905. 


General  Sanitary 
Administration. 
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Sanitary  State  of  the  District. 

There  has  been  much  useful  sanitary  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  under  review.  In  addition  to  what  may 
be  termed  permanent  sanitary  improvements,  such  as  the 
re-construction  of  drainage  on  old  properties  on  modern 
lines,  the  replacing  of  privy -middens  with  waterclosets 
and  dry  ashpits,  and  the  provision  of  additional  drainage 
and  sanitary  accommodation  where  found  necessary,  there 
are  many  kinds  of  nuisances  which  require  constant  and 
unremitting  attention  ; for  instance,  the  cleansing  of  dirty 
dwelling  houses  and  the  maintaining  of  the  interiors  in  a 
habitable  state,  and  the  remedying  of  such  defects  as  inevi- 
ably  occur  in  the  coui’se  of  time  in  connection  with  drains 
and  water-closets,  and  so  forth.  I am  pleased  to  again 
record  juy  ajqjreciation  of  the  work  done  by  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  C.  Purnell,  and  his  limited 
stair  during  the  year. 

A summary  of  sanitary  work  effected  during  1907 
appears  on  page  115.  It  has  only  been  found  necessary 
in  seven  instances  to  take  proceedings  before  the  justices 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances ; this,  considering  the  large 
number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year,  is  a very 
small  proportion  and  shows,  I think,  that  the  work  of  the 
Inspector  and  Hanitary  Staff  has  been  carried  out  with 
much  tact  and  discretion.  The  Sanitaiy  Inspector  and 
myself  are  in  daily  conference,  and  I have,  as  in  previous 
years,  made  inspections  with  him  in  many  instances  in 
which  my  intervention  appeared  desirable  or  where  it  was 
thought  that  legal  proceedings  would  ensue  in  which  medi- 
cal evidence  would  be  necessary.  Particularly  has  this 
been  the  case  with  regard  to  closet  accommodation  and 
reconstruction. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

1 referred  in  iiiy  luat  uniiual  report  to  the  increasing 
difficulties  which  have  to  be  faced  in  effecting  the  abolition 
of  privies  and  middens  and  their  replacement  by  water- 
closets  with  dry  ashpits,  and  this  branch  of  the  work  is 
one  which  requires  very  careful  dealing'  with.  I have 
elsewhere  in  this  report  alluded  to  Ihe  gradual  develop- 
ment of  the  town,  as  regards  its  salutary  accommodation, 
into  a water-closet  town,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
that  development  has  been  maintained  during  the  year 
1907.  There  were  no  less  than  333  watcrcloscts  with  dry 
ashpits  substituted  for  privies  and  middens,  this  figure 
being  practically  identical  with  those  for  the  two  preceding 
years.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  note  that  these  alterations 
have  been  secured  without  any  legal  proceedings,  though 
in  a few  cases  your  Inspector  has  had  to  report  to  the 
Health  Committee  and  obtain  their  authority  to  serve 
statutory  notices  before  the  work  was  done. 


The  second  column  in  the  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  waterclosets  with  dry  ashpits  or  dustbins,  sub- 
stituted for  privies  and  middens  during  the  last  ten  years, 
and  in  the  third  column  is  shown  the  number  of  new 
waterclosets  erected  during  the  same  period,  these  latter 
figures  being  supplied  me  by  your  Surveyor  ; — 


Year. 

W.C.’s  Substituted. 

New  W.C.’s. 

1896 

265 

311 

1897 

204 

84 

1898 

217 

71 

1899 

218 

77 

1900 

316 

75 

1901 

732 

96 

1902 

835 

140 

1903 

587 

119 

1904 

850 

71 

1905 

331 

83 

1906 

334 

49 

1907 

333 

89 

Smoke. 


During  the  year  your  Sanitary  Inspector  states  that 
007  observations  were  taken  of  the  various  factory 
chimneys  in  the  Borough,  and  in  eight  instances  notice 
was  given  to  abate  smoke  nuisance,  but  no  legal  pi’oceccl- 
ings  w^ere  taken  in  respect  of  this  class  of  nuisance  during 
the  year  under  review.  In  one  or  two  parts  of  the  Borough 
where  there  are  several  large  manufactories  situated  very 
close  together  it  is,  perhaps,  almost  inevitable  that  some 
m.isance  may  arise  at  times  from  the  emission  of  smoke 
from  various  stacks  collectively  and  simultaneously, 
though  taken  singly  none  of  the  stacks  may  be  emitting 
dense  black  smoke  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a nuisance. 

Your  Electricity  Committee,  in  encouraging  the'instal- 
lation  of  electric  motors  in  manufactories,  are  gradually 
assisting  in  the  diminution  of  nuisance  arising  from  this 
cause,  and  as  a consequence  are  doing  much  to  improve 
the  health  of  the  Borough. 

For  some  months  the  Health  Committee  had  under  its 
consideration  complaints  from  residents  in  Berners  Street 
. as  to  an  alleged  nuisance  arising  from  smoke  and  smell 
from  works  situated  in  that  thoroughfare.  The  business 
carried  on  at  these  works  is  a somewhat  unusual  one,  viz., 
the  boiling  and  cleansing  of  cloths  used  in  factories  for 
cleaning  engines  and  machinei'y.  In  addition  to  routine 
observations  taken  by  the  Assistant  Inspector,  I visited 
the  works  and  the  neighbourhood  in  company  with  your 
Chief  Inspector  on  several  occasions  when  the  process  of 
boiling  was  in  progress.  I did  not  on  any  one  of  these 
occasions  find  that  any  nuisance  was  being  caused,  nor  did 
the  routine  observations  of  the  stack  show  that  dense 
smoke  was  being  emitted  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  a 
nuisance,  and  I concurred  in  your  Inspector’s  report  to  the 
Health  Committee  that  “ if  any  nuisance  existed  in  con- 
nection with  these  works  it  was  of  very  infrequent  occur- 


rence. 


66 


Systematic  House-to-House  Inspection. 

By  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  regulating 
his  duties  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  required  to  make 
periodically  a systematic  inspection  of  a portion  of  the 
district.  We  conferred  as  usual  in  the  selection  of  streets 
for  this  purpose  and  as  a result  the  follo'wing  portion  of 
the  Borough  was  inspected  : a part  of  Nursery  Eoad,  and 
the  whole  of  Wills  and  Villa  Streets.  This  locality  is  one 
of  the  oldest  portions  of  the  Borough,  which  was  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  no  less  than  71  of  the  187  houses  of  which 
the  last-named  street  consists  were  back-to-back  houses, 
a type  of  dwelling  to  the  erection  of  which  the  Sanitary 
Authority  of  Aston  Manor  has  consistently  refused  its 
sanction  since  1882. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a table  showing  the  num- 
ber and  class  of  houses  inspected  in  these  streets,  with  the 
nature  of  the  closet  accommodation  connected  therewith, 
and  the  number  of  factories  and  workshops  therein  : — 


STREET. 

Houses  inspected. 

Houses  found  V’oid. 

Water  Supply. 

Closet 

Accommoda- 
tion of 
Houses. 

K 

s 

o 

o 

ct 

o 

c 

No.  of  Workshops. 

1 

Thro’. 

Back 

to 

Back. 

Total. 

W.C’s. 

Privies. 

Nursery  Eoad 
(part  of) 
Wills  Street 

Villa  Street 

38 

115 

116 

4 

11 

71 

42 

156 

187 

1 

12 

6 

All  houses  had 
tap  water. 

40 

147 

115 

4 

4 

25 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

4 

Totals 

299 

86 

385 

19 

*302 

t33 

8 

8 

* Eleven  houses  had  sanitary  accommodation  inside  and  out. 

t Thirteen  waterclosets,  etc.,  were  substituted  for  privy-middens  as  a result  of  this  inspection. 
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The  following  is  a copy  of  a table  showing  the 
nuisances  discovered  during  this  systematic  inspection,  for 
the  abatement  of  which  notices  were  served,  and  which 
your  Inspector  reports  were  all  abated  at  the  end  of  the 
year  : — 


Nature  of  Nuisances. 

1 Nursery 

1 Road 
(part  of) 

■ Wills 
Street. 

ViUa 

Street. 

1 

j 'I’otal. 

Obstructed,  defective,  untrapped  or  in- 
sufficient drains 

1 

2 

G 

9 

Obstructed  water-closets 

— 

1 

1 

Defective  or  dilapidated  water-closets 

6 

5 

5 

16 

Want  of  water  supply  to  water-closets 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Offensive  interior  water-closets  ... 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Want  of  receptacles  for  house  refuse 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Dilapidated  ashpits 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Offensive  privy-middens  to  convert  into  w.c's 

1 

3 

6 

10 

Dirty  houses  or  parts  thereof 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Defective  floors,  ceilings  and  stairs 

— 

- 

2 

2 

Defective  sinks ... 

3 

— 

10 

13 

Obstructed,  defective,  or  want  of  spouting... 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Defective  roofs  ... 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Defective  rain-water  cisterns 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  water-closets  and  wash-houses 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Defective  yard  or  entry  paving  ... 

— 

1 

8 

9 

Keeping  of  animals 

— 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Totals 

14 

22 

58 

94 
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Your  Lndy  Health  Visitor  has  made  house-to 
house  visitation  in  several  courts  and  streets  selected  by 
mo  for  the  purpose  during  the  year.  These  visitations 
have  been  made  primarily  with  a view  to  the  promotion 
of  domestic  sanitation,  and  in  her  reports  to  me  she  has 
recorded  any  sanitary  defects  which  have  come  under  her 
C’bservation.  I have  acquainted  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  such  matters,  and  he  has  taken  the  necessary  action  to 
remedy  these  conditions.  A table  giving  details  of  her 
work  in  this  direction  will  be  found  on  page 


Housing^  of  the  Working  Classes. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Acts  during  the  year,  but  the  usual  sani- 
tary work  has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  dwelling 
houses.  In  his  annual  report  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
states  that  “ the  interiors  of  199  dwelling  houses  or  parts 
thereof  have  been  cleansed  during  the  year,  92  nuisances 
from  offensive  sinks  have  been  abated  (generally  by  the 
substitution  of  sanitary  trough  sinks  for  old  saturated 
brick  sinks) , obstructed  or  defective  spouting  has  been  un- 
stopped, repaired  or  renewed  in  161  instances,  and  the 
roofs  of  84  houses  have  been  repaired.” 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

There  has  only  been  a very  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  premises  in  the  Borough  at  which  milk  is 
stored  or  sold,  there  being  451  as  compared  with  444  at 
the  end  of  1906.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report 
states  that  1,818  visits  have  been  paid  to  dairies  and  milk- 
shops  during  the  year,  and  that  in  69  instances  he  has 
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required  the  cleansing  of  milkstores  or  niilkshops.  This 
must  not  l)e  inteiqareted  to  mean  that  69  milkstores  oi‘ 
niilkshops  have  ))een  in  what  might  be  termed  a “ filthy  ” 
condition  before  being  cleansed,  but  rather  that  as  the 
result  of  frequent  visitation  the  premises  have  not  been 
allowed  to  become  very  dirty  before  cleansing  has  been 
required,  and  we  are  both  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  scarcely 
possilde  to  dis[)lay  too  much  stringency  in  maintaining  a 
high  standai'd  of  cleanliness  for  this  class  of  premises. 
There  are  no  cowsheds  on  the  register. 


Overcrowding^. 

There  has  been  very  little  action  necessary  during 
1907  as  regards  overcrowding.  Only  5 reports  on  cases 
of  possible  overcrowding  have  been  submitted  to  mo,  as 
compared  with  no  less  than  33  during  the  previous  year, 
and  in  four  of  these  cases  1 authorised  the  service  of 
notices  to  abate  overcrowding.  The  extent  to  which  over- 
crowding takes  ])lace  is  of  course  very  largely  dependent 
on  economic  conditions,  and  is  somewhat  difficult  to  deal 
with,  because  naturally  the  tendency  to  overcrowd  is 
greatest  when  poverty  and  distress  are  most  acute,  and  is 
due  principally  to  two  or  more  families  living  together  in 
one  house  because  they  lack  the  necessai'y  means  for  fhe 
occu))ati()n  of  .separate  dwellings. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  registered  in  the 
Borough. 
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Sewers  and  Treatment  of  Sewag^e. 

The  sewage  of  Aston  Manor,  in  common  with  that  of 
the  City  of  Birmingham,  the  Boroughs  of  Smethwick  and 
Sutton  Coldfield,  the  -District  Councils  of  Handsworth, 
Erdington,  Perry  Barr,  and  King’s  Norton,  and  the  Kural 
District  Council  of  Castle  Bromwich,  continues  to  be 
treated  at  the  outfall  works  and  farms  of  the  Birmingham 
Tame  and  Kea  District  Drainage  Board,  a joint  authority 
created  for  this  purpose  by  the  Local  Grovernment  Board’s 
Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (Joint  Boards’)  Act, 
1877,  and  the  Acts  and  Orders  amending  the  same. 


New  Building's. 

During  the  year  under  review  Mr.  Gavin  H.  Jack 
resigned  his  appointment  as  Borough  Surveyor,  having 
been  appointed  to  the  position  of  Surveyor  to  the  Hereford- 
shire County  Council.  Several  important  improvements 
were  carried  out  during  his  term  of  office,  and  his  services 
were  fittingly  recognised  on  his  leaving  the  district  by  a 
presentation  subscribed  to  by  the  members  and  officials  of 
the  Council,  several  ratepayers  and  others.  The  Council 
appointed  as  his  successor  Mr.  F.  W.  Eichardson,  who 
had  been  Assistant  Surveyor  for  some  years,  and  whose 
experience  and  local  knowledge  gained  in  that  capacity 
should  stand  him  in  good  stead  in  the  position  as  head  of 
that  Department.  I am  indebted  to  him  for  the  figures 
necessary  to  complete  the  following  table  : — 
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YKAU. 

New  Hnu.ses 
for  which 
plans  have 
l)een  approved. 

1888 

466 

1889 

481 

1890 

527 

1891 

469 

1892 

344 

1893 

396 

1894 

169 

1895 

357 

1896 

130 

1897 

175 

1898 

183 

1899 

95 

1900 

72 

1901 

112 

1902 

172 

1903 

10 

1904 

78 

1905 

66 

1906 

17 

1907 

13 

New  Houses 
.completed 
and 

inspected. 

other 

Buildings. 

253 

62 

512 

109 

472 

110 

370 

64 

452 

75 

322 

45 

176 

62 

213 

61 

260 

31 

87 

68 

56 

45 

58 

29 

44 

50 

69 

51 

114 

33 

73 

43 

59 

18 

59 

29 

31 

34 

22 

44 

Otlier 

Buildings. 

42 

113 

101 

63 

87 

46 

97 

92 

50 

106 

106 

125 

132 

87 

78 

100 

50 

80 

66 

80 
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Offensive  Trades. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  few  offensive  trades 
established  in  the  Borough  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  without  a single  complaint  being  received  regard- 
ing them. 


Unsound  Meat. 

On  July  5th  your  Sanitary  Inspector  requested  me  to 
examine  the  carcases  of  five  pigs  to  which  his  attention 
had  been  called  the  previous  day,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
that  they  were  tuberculous.  I visited  the  slaughterhouse 
at  which  they  had  been  killed,  and,  after  examination, 
found  that  they  had  suffered  from  miliary  tuberculosis, 
this  being  apparent  in  the  heads  and  principal  organs.  The 
carcases  and  OT'gans  were  therefore  seized  and  destroyed 
after  being  submitted  to  a Justice  of  the  Peace  who  gave 
the  necessary  authorisation  for  their  destruction.  The 
meat  being  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  butcher,  no 
proceedings  were  necessary. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  and  practice  in 
various  places  as  to  the  extent  to  which  seizure  should 
ensue  in  the  case  of  pigs  where  only  certain  organs  and 
not  the  carcases  themselves  show  signs  of  tuberculosis. 
The  Eoyal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  in  a report  made 
in  1898  expressed  the  opinion  that  ‘ ‘ in  view  of  the  greater 
tendency  to  generalisation  of  tuberculosis  in  the  pig  the 
presence  of  tubercular  deposit  in  any  degree  should  involve 
seizure  of  the  whole  carcase  and  of  the  organs,”  and  this 
opinion  is  approved  by  the  Local  Grovernment  Board. 

In  the  same  month  your  Inspector  had  surrendered  to 
him  with  a request  for  destruction  the- carcase  of  another 
pig  which  had  been  slaughtered  in  the  same  slaughter- 
house. Being  suspicious  from  certain  appearances  of  the 


73 


carcase  that  the  animal  might  have  suffered  from  swine 
fever  he  submitted  it  to  my  examination,  and  I considered 
it  a case  in  which  an  expert  veterinary  opinion  would  be 
desirable.  Mr.  W.  H.  Pickering,  Veterinary  Surgeon, 
was  accordingly  called  in,  who,  however,  after  making  a 
post-mortem  examination  did  not  consider  it  to  be  a case 
of  swine  fever,  but  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  animal 
had  suffered  from  muco-enteritis,  and  it  was  afterwards 
destroyed. 


Slaug^hterhouses. 

There  has  been  no  variation  for  some  years  in  the 
number  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  Borough, 
viz.  : — 29.  These  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  states  that  ‘ ‘ verbal  intimation  of  any 
nuisance  or  breach  of  the  bye-laws  is  generally  sufficient 
to  secure  abatement  or  compliance.  Much  of  the  meat 
sold  in  the  Borough,  as  1 have  stated  in  previous  Eeports, 
is  purchased  in  the  Birmingham  Meat  Markets. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Borough  continues  to  derive  its  water  supply 
from  the  same  sources  as  the  City  of  Birmingham, 
sharing  in  common  with  that  city  and  the  surrounding 
districts  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Elan  Valley. 

House  Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  and  of  night  soil  remains 
under  the  control  of  Mr.  A.  Treadaway,  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Interception  Department , whose  tabular  report 
appears  on  page  116.  Since  the  middle  of  1903,  when  the 
existing  destructor  was  augmented  by  the  addition  of  four 
more  cells,  the  whole  of  the  night-soil  and  house  refuse  has 
been  disposed  of  by  burning. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 

1901. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

Workshops. 

“ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every 
“ District  Council  shall  in  his  Annual  Report  to 
“ them  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of 
“ this  Act  in  workshops  and  icorhplaces,  and  he 
“shall  send  a copy  of  his  Annual  Report,  or  so 
■■  much  of  it  as  deals  with,  this  subject,  to  the  Secre- 
“ tary  of  State.’’ — {Sec.  132  Factory  and  Workshop 
•• 1901). 

The  number  of  workshops  and  workplaces  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1907  was  slightly  less  than  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  year,  viz.,  200  (including  66  bake- 
houses) as  compared  with  211  (including  70  bakehouses). 
Some  of  them  have  been  struck  ofP  the  register  on  account 
of  their  occupation  as  workshops  having  been  discon- 
tinued, or  owing  to  their  having  become  factories  by 
reason  of  motive  power  of  some  kind  being  installed. 
Others  have  been  added,  being  discovered  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff  during  their  routine  work,  or  information  of  them 
having  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories, 
"R.  E.  Graves,  Esq.  The  total  number  of  such  notices 
received  from  Mr.  Graves  was  27,  but  in  some  cases  the 
workshops  they  referred  to  were  already  on  the  register. 
The  remainder  were  visited  and  duly  registered. 

The  character  of  the  workshops,  as  stated  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  is  varied,  and  no  particular  industry  pre- 
dominates in  the  Borough.  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
trades  most  commonly  carried  on  : — 


78 


Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Bootmakiug  and  Repaiiing  ...  ...  6 

Blacksmiths...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Box  and  Bag  Making  ....  ...  ...  3 

Cabinetmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Carriage  Builders  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cyclemaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dressmaking,  Millinery,  etc.  35 

Electro-Plate  ...  ...  . . ...  2 

Gold  Chain,  Jewellery,  etc.  ...  ...  4 

1 .leather  and  Saddlery  ...  ...  ...  5 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Peai'l  Button  Making  ...  ...  ..  7 

Shirt  and  Hosiery  Making  ...  ...  2 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Miscellaneous  Workshops  .. . ...  ...  28 


200 


In  six  cases  the  Factory  Inspector  notified  the  Sani- 
tary Authority  of  nuisances  or  sanitary  defects  at  factories 
or  workshops  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  and  which 
required  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
rather  than  by  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  With  one 
exception  (which  related  to  a defective  roof  over  a work- 
'shop)  these  nuisances  arose  from  the  want  of  sufficient, 
suitable  or  separate  sanitary  accommodation,  and  were 
therefore  referred  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  is  the 
official  specified  in  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act  to  deal  with  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  factories 
and  workshops.  Two  other  nuisances  of  this  character 
which  came  to  the  notice  of  your  Sanitary  Staff  during 
their  inspections  were  also  referred  to  him,  making  a total 
of  seven  such  cases.  In  five  cases  his  requirements  were 
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carried  out  or  satisfactory  arraiigciueuts  made,  and  the 
two  remainiu”'  cases  were  under  his  notice  at  tlie  close  of 
the  year. 

ddie  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  the  following 
nuisances  or  reipiirements  in  connection  with  the  sanitai'y 
acconiniodation  of  factories  or  workshops  were  dealt  with 
on  his  recommendation  without  the  service  of  formal 
notices  by  the  Surveyor  being  necessary  ; — 


Defective  Waterclosets  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offensive  Urinal  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privy-midden  replaced  by  Waterclosets  ...  2 

Additional  Waterclosets  provided  ...  ...  5 

11 


The  standard  of  accommodation  laid  down  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  factories  and  workshops  is  : — One 
sanitary  convenience  for  every  25  per.sons  (uith  modifica- 
tions where  more  than  a hundred  persons  are  emjiloyed),, 
and  .separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes.  This  standard 
is  adopted  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  of 
factories  and  workshops  in  this  llorough. 

An  occupier  of  a workshop  in  which  women,  young 
persons  or  children  are  emplo3'’ed  is  required  to  keep  con- 
stantly affixed  at  the  entrance  of  the  woi’kshop  a j)re- 
scribed  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  This 
abstract  consists  of  a series  of  extracts  from  the  Act 
chiefly  as  they  affect  the  workers.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  required  to  notify  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
in  writing  of  any  workshop  of  which  he  becomes  aware  in 
which  this  requirement  is  not  carried  out.  It  is  pleasing 
to  reixu’t  that  in  only  four  instances  during  the  year  under 
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review  was  it  found  that  this  jirovision  of  the  Act  was 
being  disregarded.  I communicated  with  Mr.  Graves  in 
each  case. 

Your  Inspector  reports  that  the  number  of  visits  paid 
to  workshops  and  workplaces  during  the  year,  including 
the  usual  systematic  inspection,  was  635,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing nuisances  were  discovered  and  dealt  with  in  con- 
nection with  workshops  and  workplaces  : — 

Dirty  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  ...  ...  35 

Inadequate  Ventilation  of  Workshops  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  etc.  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  32 

74 


Means  of  Escape  from  Fire.- — The  sections  of  the 
Act  relating  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  are  carried  out 
under  the  suj)ervision  of  Mr.  A.  Treadaway,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Fire  Brigade. 

The  model  Bye-laws  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  June,  1906,  providing  for  means  of  escape  from 
fire  applicable  to  factories  and  \vorkshops  which,  by  reason 
of  a less  number  than  40  persons  being  employed,  do  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  itself,  were  adopted  by 
the  Council  on  January  ‘2nd,  1907.  Mr.  Tivadaway  reports 
that  31  inspections  have  been  made  to  ascertain  whether 
the  exits  provided  are  maintained  in  good  condition  and 
free  from  obstruction. 

Horne  Work. — In  certain  classes  of  work  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  employers  to  submit  to  the  Council  twice 
yearly  lists  of  persons  employed  by  them  as  home  or  out- 


81 


workers.  Five  of  tliese  specified  trades  are  represented  by 
the  home  workers  resident  in  Aston  Manor,  viz.  : — (1) 
Making,  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel ; (2)  carding  of  buttons, 
hooks  and  eyes,  etc.  ; (3)  making  of  paper  bags  and  boxes  ; 

(4)  brush  making,  and  (5)  electro-plate. 

% 

Thirty  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  from  employers 
whose  places  of  business  are  situated  in  the  Borough 
during  1906,  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  469 
outworkers.  Of  these,  287  resided  outside  the  Borough , and 
their  names  and  addresses  were  forwarded  to  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  in  which  they  lived,  and 
the  homes  of  those  living  in  the  Borough  were  visited  and 
inspected.  I received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  other  districts,  chiefly  Birmingham,  lists  which  con- 
tained the  names  and  addresses  of  204  outworkers 
resident  in  this  Borough,  but  employed  by  firms  whose 
places  of  business  were  in  the  City. 

These  figures  are  much  in  excess  of  those  of  previous 
years,  and  would  appear  to  indicate  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  with  regard  to  home  work  are  becoming  much 
Letter  known  and  acted  upon  by  employers  generally.  I 
have  explained  in  previous  reports  that  the  figures,  which 
are  compiled  along  lines  laid  down  by  the  Home  Office, 
are  much  in  excess  of  the  actual  number  of  outworkers, 
because  the  lists  containing  their  names  are  furnished 
twice  yearly,  and  further  because  the  name  of  one  person 
may  occur  on  several  different  lists,  he  or  she  taking  work 
from  three  or  four  different  firms. 

The  number  of  recorded  visits  to  the  homes  of  out- 
workers during  1907  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  was  370  and 
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the  following  nuiaanceo  were  discovered,  and  notices 
served  for  their  abatement,  in  connection  with  these 
homes  : — 

Dirty  Houses  or  parts  thereof  ...  ...  22 


Defective  Eoofs  or  Spouting 
Choked  or  Defective  Waterclosets 
Other  Miscellaneous  Nuisances 


9 

4 

9 
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Umoholesome  Premises. — It  has  again  been  unneces- 
sary in  any  case  to  i)rohibit  home  work  being  done  on 
account  of  the  unwholesome  condition  of  premises,  or  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  therein. 

Underground  Bakehouses. — Only  one  underground 
bakehouse  {i.e.,  a bakehouse  the  floor  of  which  is  more 
than  three  feet  below  the  ground  level)  is  in  use  in  Aston 
Manor,  and  it  complies  with  the  special  requirements  of 
the  Act  regarding  underground  bakehouses. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  a tabular  state- 
ment as  to  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  in  the  Borough  during  1906,  in  form  drawn 
up  by  the  Home  Office  with  a view  to  “ providing  for  uni- 
formity in  the  presentation  of  such  particulars  as  lend 
themselves  to  statistical  treatment.” 


Hospital  Isolation. 
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Isolation  Hospitals. 

As  a detailed  account  of  the  history  and  growth  of  the 
Borough  of  Aston  Manor  Scarlet  Fever  and  Smallpox 
Hospitals  situated  three  miles  from  the  town  has  so  often 
occuj)ied  several  pages  in  these  reix)rts,  I do  not  think  it 
will  be  again  necessary  this  year  to  w'rito  so  fully  on  the 
subject ; a short  recapitulation  or  epitome  will  suffice  and 
give  an  idea  of  the  accommodation  available  for  the  isola- 
tion of  scarlet  fever  and  smallpox. 


The  wards  and  beds  now'  allotted  to  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Smallpox,  on  their  respective  sites,  allowing  2,000  cubic 
feet  per  adult,  are  as  follow  : — 


1885 


1890 

1893 

1895 


One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 
6 adults  each 

One  quarantine  pavilion  of  4 
small  wards... 

One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 
6 adults  each 

One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 
10  adults  each  (on  one  acre 
sitej  ...  ...  ...  ... 

One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 
6 adults  each  (two  nurses’ 
bedrooms)  

Small  old  Cottage  Hospital,  on 
one  acre  site,  now  used  as 
pure  ward  for  two  patients, 
nurses’  bedroom,  and  dis- 
charge room 


(brick)  12  beds 
(brick)  12  beds 
(wood)  12  beds 

(iron)  20  beds 

(wood)  12  beds 

2 beds 


(At  time  of  epidemic,  1906) 


70  beds 


Added  accommodation  diiring  epidemic  : 

1906  One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 

10  adults  each  ...  ...  (iron)  20  beds 


90  beds 


Allowing  2.000  cu.  ft.  per  adult 
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Smallpox  Hospital  {Five  Acre  Site) : 


One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 
2 adults  each 


4 beds 


One  pavilion  of  two  wards  for 
10  adults  each 


20  beds 


Allowing  2,000  cu.  ft.  per  adult 


24  beds 


During  the  past  year  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  very 
prevalent  in  the  Borough,  although  the  type  of  the  disease 
has  not  been  so  severe  as  in  1906.  Of  the  345  cases  notified 
in  the  Boroug’h  277  have  been  admitted  to  your  Scarlet 
Fever  Hospital,  and  in  addition  62  cases  have  been 
admitted  from  the  outside  contiibutory  districts,  making  a 
total  of  339  cases  admitted  during  the  past  year.  At  the 
close  of  1906  there  were  79  cases  in  Hospital,  therefore, 
during  1907  there  were  418  cases  under  treatment  and  only 
six  cases  died,  viz.  : — three  from  Aston  Manor,  one  from 
Sutton  Coldfield,  one  from  Erdington  and  one  from  Castle 
Bromwich.  One  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  a child 
admitted  with  scarlet  fever  and  long  standing  heart  affec- 
tion, from  which  latter  cause  she  died.  Calculated  on  the 
number  of  cases  in  hospital  during  1907  the  fatality  rate 
was  1'4,  but  mortality  rate  on  cases  admitted  w^as  1'7  per 
cent.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  in  the  Borough 
were  isolated,  nearly  all  during  the  first  w’eek  of  illness, 
compared  with  82  per  cent,  during  the  previous  year. 

I have  been  able  during  the  past  year  to  more  easily 
classify  cases  owing  to  the  increased  ward  space  (a  new 
pavilion  for  20  cases  having  been  erected  in  the  epidemic 
of  1906)  thereby  increasing  the  accommodation  at  the 
Aston  Manor  Fever  Hospital  to  90  beds,  allowing  2,000 
cubic  feet  per  adult.  None  of  the  wards  hav^e  been  taxed 
to  their  uttermost ; in  fact  the  working  of  the  Institution 
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lias  been  iviidoivd  iiiore  eHicic'nt  aiiil  no  anxiety  for  space 
has  bei.M)  felt  for  the  hrst  time  for  years.  The  new  ward 
allows  accommodation  for  about  30  convalescent  children, 
the  other  wards  being  in  use  for  the  separation  of  the  more 
acute  and  conpilicated  cases  from  the  convalescent  ones. 
More  than  once  during  the  year  it  became  necessary  to  use 
the  iron  pavilion  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  which  is  still 
a valuable  asset  when  scarlet  fever  becomes  epidemic.  By 
careful  segregation  of  patients  very  few  secondary 
throat  afl'ections  occurred,  and  the  possibility  of  re-infec- 
tion from  newly  admitted  cases  and  from  those  cases  with 
infective  lesions  such  as  otorrhoea,  rhinitis,  etc. , was  reduced 
to  a minimum,  owing  to  proper  allowance  of  cubic  space, 
which  always  tends  tow'ards  more  rapid  recovery  and 
shorter  time  spent  in  hospital.  It  also  enabled  me  to  more 
easily  isolate  the  majority  of  those  cases  admitted  with 
ringworm  of  the  scalp,  which  is  so  easily  spread  among 
the  other  cases  in  hospital  w/ho  are  desquamating.  It 
should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  sexes  have  also  to  be 
isolated  in  separate  wards. 

Scarlet  fever  patients  derive  much  advantage,  the 
importance  of  wliich  cannot  well  be  over  estimated,  from 
isolation  in  a fever  hospital  well  removed  from  a densely 
populated  town  like  Aston  Manor,  not  only  in  better 
nursing  and  treatment,  but  from  the  fresh  air  and  greater 
freedom  they  are  enabled  to  enjoy  in  the  grounds  of  a 
hospital  situated  in  the  country.  Another  advantage  is 
the  relief  to  the  home  and  safety  with  which  the  bread- 
wdnners  can  continue  their  work  cither  at  home  or  in  the 
factories.  To  this  may  be  added  the  fact  that  the  mor- 
tality from  this  disease  has  of  recent  years  considerably 
diminished  in  hospitals. 
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It  has  again  been  possible  to  quarajitinc  many 
patients  in  the  pure  M'ards  I'or  a short  time  before  dis- 
charge. These  wards  consist  of  two  cottages  on  the  one 
acre  site  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  and  are  fenced  off 
I'rom  the  other  wards,  wliere  tlic  nurse  and  i)atient  are 
kept  separate  from  the  others  for  a short  period  before  dis- 
charge. By  this  means  the  possible  risk  of  latent  infection 
in  patients  discharged  among  other  children  is  reduced  to 
a minimum. 

I have  still  continued  to  interview  one  or  other  of  the 
|)arcnts  before  the  discharge  of  a patient,  advising  them  to 
send  the  child  leaving  the  hospital  away  for  a month  where 
there  are  no  other  children  or  susceptible  people,  or  to  send 
away  those  children  who  are  at  home  and  who  have  not  had 
the  complaint  for  that  period,  thereby  obtaining  a month’s 
quarantine  outside  hospital.  This  the  parents  have  in 
the  majority  of  instances  carried  out,  and  it  has  been  very 
successful.  Before  a patient  is  discharged  the  case  is 
examined  by  myself  and  the  matron  or  head  nurse  the  day 
previous,  and  the  following  day  careful  examinations  and 
investigations  are  again  gone  through  by  the  discharge 
nurse  in  the  set  of  cottages  set  apart  as  discharge  wards 
before  they  are  finally  given  up  to  their  parents. 

No  infected  clothing  leaves  the  hospital ; the  parents 
of  each  patient  supplying  clothes  on  their  discharge. 

During  the  past  year  fewer  return  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  have  come  to  my  knowledge  than  since  I have  held 
office,  now  about  teii  years. 

I still  hope  to  see  erected  a small  discharge  block 
of  three  or  four  rooms,  viz.  : — one  undressing  room  where 
patients  ready  to  go  home  can  leave  their  ward-infected 
clothes  and  pass  on  into  another  central  bath-room,  bath 
and  disinfect  themselves,  and  then  pass  on  to  a dressing 
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room  where  they  can  dress  in  their  pure  clothes  ready  to 
go  home.  At  present  three  of  the  cottages  are  utilised 
for  this  purpose. 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  work  performed  by  the  Matron,  Miss  Black,  and  the 
8tair,  whose  unremitting  care  and  attention  to  patients 
have  materially  helped  to  promote  the  efficiency  and 
ix)pularity  of  your  Hospital. 

At  the  close  of  1906  there  were  79  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  remaining  in  hospital  and  during  1907  there  were 
339  cases  admitted  and  341  discharged,  leaving  71  remain- 
ing under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  total  number  of 
scarlet  fever  cases  from  Aston  Manor  and  contributing 
districts  admitted,  discharged,  or  died  at  the  Fever  Hos- 
pital during  the  past  six  years,  and  the  mortality  per  cent, 
on  the  admissions  : — 


SCAKLET  PeVEK. 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Number  in  Hospital  on  1st 
day  of  year 

5i 

59 

38 

40 

35 

79 

Admitted  during  year 

299 

335 

220 

178 

311 

339 

Discharged 

282 

346 

208 

177 

262 

341 

Died 

12 

10 

10 

6 

5 

6 

Eemaining  at  end  of  year 

59 

38 

40 

35 

79 

71 

Mortality  on  number  ad- 
mitted ... 

4°/o 

3% 

4% 

3% 

1-6% 

1-7% 
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Table  of  all  Cases  admitted  into  Hospitals. 


Year. 

Aston 

Manor. 

Krding- 

ton. 

Castle 

Brom- 

wich. 

Sutton. 

.Saltley. 

Birm- 

ingham- 

Hands- 

worth. 

Work- 

house. 

Others. 

Total. 

1885 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1886 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1887 

22 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1888 

17 

7 

— 

23 

— 

— 

— 

17 

2 

66 

1889 

76 

7 

— 

8 

16 

23 

— 

20 

2 

152 

1890 

160 

44 

— 

8 

9 

20 

— 

24 

1 

266 

1891 

124 

13 

— 

65 

17 

— 

- 

3 

2 

224 

1892 

92 

8 

— 

7 

— 

— 

11 

2 

120 

1893 

194 

20 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

220 

1894 

208 

31 

— 

7 

— 

— 

4 

3 

253 

1895 

227 

52 

11 

25 

— 

— 

10 

2 

327 

1896 

257 

75 

5 

55 

3 

15 

— 

2 

— 

412 

1897 

176 

27 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

234 

1898 

59 

12 

4 

13 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

97 

1899 

53 

4 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

2 

70 

1900 

247 

30 

10 

9 

— 

— 

6 

1 

303 

1901 

165 

21 

6 

65 

— 

20 

— 

4 

4 

285 

1902 

230 

19 

4 

41 

4 

— 

13 

1 

1 

313 

1903 

279 

28 

14 

31 

— 

— 

12 

23 

1 

388 

1904 

123 

31 

3 

47 

— 

— 

— 

18 

1 

223 

1905 

128 

21 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

11 

1 

180 

1906 

269 

34 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

312 

1907 

277 

35 

2 

24 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

339 

Totals... 

3406 

521 

62 

500 

49 

78 

25 

163 

33 

4837 

This  Table  includes  Smallpox  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases. 
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Smallpox  Hospital. 

No  case  of  smallpox  has  been  under  treatment  at  your 
Smallpox  Hospital  during  the  past  year. 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  new  Small- 
pox Hospital  since  the  first  case  was  admitted  there  from 
Aston  Manor  on  February  13th,  1902,  is  73.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  number  of  patients  and  the 
districts  from  which  they  were  admitted  : — 


Aston 

Manor. 

Erdington. 

Workhonse. 

Castle 

Bromwich. 

Saltley. 

TOTAL. 

1902 

7 

3 

— 

— 

4 

14 

1903 

31 

3 

18 

1 

— 

53 

1904 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1905 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1906 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1907 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I have  in  conclusion  to  thank  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Council  for  the  consideration  I have  always 
received,  and  all  my  fellow  Officers  for  their  kindness  and 
assistance. 


I remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently. 


FRANCIS  H.  MAY. 
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Report  of  the 
Lady  Health  Visitor 
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REPORT  of  the  Lady  Health  Visitor  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  Special  Work  done 
during  1907,  by  Miss  K.  Walton. 

Visits  to  the  homes  of  the  babies  have  been  continued 
during  the  year  1907.  I am  invariably  well  received  by 
the  mothers,  many  of  whom  have  learned  that  the  object 
of  my  calls  is  not  to  find  as  much  fault  with  them  as  pos- 
sible, but  rather  to  advise  and  help  them  when  necessary 
in  the  many  little  difficulties  which  arise  in  the  care  and 
feeding  of  their  infants.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  many 
mothers  before  commencing  artificial  feeding — probably 
suggested  by  a friend  or  neighbour— will  wait  for  my 
visit,  and  follow  any  advice  1 may  give  them  on  the 
subject. 

I must  again  praise  the  young  mother  with  her  first 
baby.  Nothing  can  be  more  commendable  than  the  way 
she  tries  to  do  everything  that  lies  in  her  power  to  look 
after  her  infant  in  a thoroughly  satisfactory  manner.  It 
is  usually  quite  easy  to  persuade  her  to  carry  out  any  of 
the  requests  made  as  regards  the  general  regime  of  the 
baby.  The  importance  of  regular  feeding,  I am  sure,  has 
at  last  been  inculcated  on  the  minds  of  the  majority  of 
mothers.  During  the  day  time,  I am  led  to  believe  that 
there  is  very  little  over-feeding,  but  when  it  occurs  it  is 
chiefly  with  the  breast-fed  child  who  has  the  misfortune 
to  sleep  with  the  mother  at  night. 

The  number  of  babies  noted  as  “ irregularly  ” fed  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  last  year.  I carefully  question  the 
mothers  on  this  subject,  knowing  that  in  some  cases  their 
glib  answers  to  merely  casual  enquiries  on  this  point  are 
sometimes  unreliable. 


lu  practically  every  case  of  “improper”  feeding,  I 
have  been  able  to  show  the  mother  what  a grave  mistake 
she  is  making,  and  how  she  is,  perhaps  unknowingly,  pre- 
disposing her  baby  to  those  ailments  peculiarly  the  out- 
come of  this  faulty  aiul  unsuitable  feeding.  At  my  next 
visit,  in  every  instance  but  seven,  the  boiled  bread,  biscuit 
or  patent  foods  as  the  case  juay  be,  have  been  eliminated 
from  the  infant’s  diet,  and  cow’s  milk  diluted  with  water 
substituted  where  necessai’y. 

Boat-shaped  bottles  in  preference  to  the  “tube” 
bottles  have  been  strongly  recommended  by  me  throughout 
the  year.  Ten  per  cent,  more  of  the  mothers  w'ere  using 
the  former  kind  of  bottle  at  my  hrst  visit  than  in  1906, 
and  1 was  able  to  persuade  a little  over  half  of  the  users  of 
the  “tube”  bottles  to  substitute  the  boat-shaped  ones. 

During  the  year  I have  visited  about  59  homes  a 
second  tune,  in  consequence  of  the  birth  of  another  baby. 
I have  been  particularly  pleased  in  a very  large  number  of 
instances  with  the  way  the  mother  has  adapted  the  know- 
ledge she  had  previously  gained,  and  applied  it  to  the 
“ new  ” baby.  Several  of  these  infants  had  been  put  to 
sleep  alone,  at  a much  earlier  date  than  the  former  ones. 
Tile  mothers  had  also  learned  that  to  have  a child  good 
tempered,  regularity  must  be  observed  in  feeding,  and  had 
adopted  this  principle  at  once,  instead  of  waiting  until  a 
bad  habit  had  been  formed. 

It  is  very  encouraging  to  find  that  where  I have  been 
able  to  influence  one  mother  to  make  alterations  in  the 
feeding  or  sleejung  arrangements  of  the  baby,  the  matter 
has  not  ended  there.  This  mother  has,  in  her  turn,  by 
passing  on  the  instructions  given  her,  induced  other 
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mothers  to  follow  her  example.  To  these  poor  people, 
“ baby  ” is  a subject  of  inexhaustible  interest,  and  living 
as  so  many  of  them  do,  side  by  side  in  courts  or  terraces, 
they  are  in  constant  daily  communication  with  each  other, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  know  the  end  of  the  good  done 
by  persuading  only  one  mother  to  give  up  her  erroneous 
ways. 

Quite  a large  number  of  the  Aston  Manor  babies  are 
second  to  none  in  health  and  physique,  in  fact,  many 
country  ’ ’ babies  would  not  compare  favourably  with 
some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  Astonian  babyhood. 
Unfortunately,  side  by  side  with  these  most  satisfactory 
children,  are  found  the  babies  who  despite  all  the  care  and 
attention  possible  to  give  them  will  not  thrive.  This  does 
not  always  seem  to  be  accounted  for  by  improper  or 
injudicious  feeding.  Mothers  who  before  the  birth  of  the 
baby,  owing  to  extreme  poverty,  continually  go  without 
sufficient  nourishments  are  very  unlikely  to  be  able  to 
suckle  their  infants  satisfactorily,  as  their  milk  is  often  of 
such  poor  quality  that  the  babies  are  really  much  better 
hand  fed. 

The  great  mischief  arising  from  the  habit  of  the  older 
women  and  neighbours  encouraging  the  ‘ ‘ young  ’ ’ mother 
to  take  stimulants  whilst  suckling  her  infant  cannot  be 
too  strongly  condemned.  Quite  young  girls,  who  have 
never  touched  intoxicants  before  in  their  lives,  are  told 
that  it  will  be  quite  impossible  for  them  to  breast  feed 
their  babies  without  taking  something  of  that  kind. 
Mothers  have  several  times  asked  me  my  opinion  on  the 
matter,  and  have  been  most  relieved  to  find  that  milk  and 
cocoa  are  of  much  more  service  to  the  ‘ ‘ nursing  ’ ’ mother 
than  alcoholic  beverages. 
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There  has  been  an  increase  during  the  year  in  the 
number  of  mothers  who  before  iny  first  visit  have  volun- 
tarily put  their  babies  to  sleep  alone.  This  is  certainly  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I am  very  pleased  to  say 
that  where  I have  made  revisits,  about  41  per  cent,  have 
followed  out  my  recommendation  on  this  matter,  and  have 
provided  some  kind  of  separate  sleeping  accommodation 
for  the  baby.  Usually  until  the  infant  is  some  months 
old,  he  is  put  in  a clothes  basket  or  a banana  box.  Un- 
fortunately these  latter  are  becoming  much  more  difficult 
to  obtain  than  they  were  formerly ; for  they  make  excel- 
lent make-shift  cots,  being  a good  length  and  easily 
cleaned ; and  not  being  heavy  can  be  carried  up  and  dow  n 
stairs  with  very  little  trouble.  Week-end  baskets  are  used 
sometimes,  while  other  mothers  again,  make  up  a bed  on 
a couple  of  chairs  close  to  their  own  bedside. 

It  is  most  difficult  to  make  some  mothers,  especially 
those  of  large  families,  realise  the  very  serious  risk  their 
babies  run  of  being  overlain  by  having  them  to  sleep  in 
their  bed.  They  reason  that  as  they  have  never  had  an 
accident  of  this  description  with  their  other  children,  fate 
will  be  kind  in  this  respect,  and  nothing  of  the  sort  will 
happen  in  this  particular  case.  The  fathers  are  often,  I 
believe,  greatly  to  blame  for  mothers  failing  to  comply 
wiih  my  requests  on  this  matter.  One  father  remarked  in 
my  hearing  that  if  his  wife  couldn’t  put  up  with  having 
her  own  baby  to  sleep  with  her  at  night,  rather  than  the 
infant  should  sleep  alone,  he  himself  would  have  him  to 
sleep  on  his  arm. 

Apart  from  the  danger  of  “overlaying,”  another 
harmful  result  of  the  baby  sleeping  with  the  mother,  is  the 
irregular  and  over-feeding  which  the  baby  is  subjected  to. 
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The  mother  moves  slightly,  the  baby  is  partially  awakened , 
and  because  he  cries  is  immediately  suckled.  The  mothers 
who  have,  at  my  request,  put  their  babies  to  sleep  alone, 
speak  most  highly  of  the  added  comfort  to  themselves,  and 
the  greater  feeling  of  security  as  regards  the  baby,  which 
fully  compensates  them  for  any  temporary  feeling  of 
unhappiness  occasioned  by  putting  the  infant  away  from 
them  at  night.  The  great  fear  that  the  baby  will  be  cold, 
which  certainly  can  only  apply  to  a very  few  nights  in  the 
winter  months,  may  be  allayed  by  putting  a bottle  in  the 
infant’s  cot,  artificial  heat  being  greatly  preferable  to  the 
unwholesome  warmth  emanating  from  the  bodies  of  the 
parents. 

I am  afraid,  until  it  becomes  a punishable  offence  for 
parents  to  have  their  infants  to  sleep  with  them,  a certain 
proportion  of  the  mothers  will  never  give  up  this  repre- 
hensible custom.  It  is  of  course  from  the  drunken  or 
semi-drunken  parents,  that  we  have  most  to  fear  in  this 
respect.  But  the  over-tired  mother  may  also  bring  about  a 
calamity  of  this  kind.  Thus  lives  are  lost,  often  of  really 
healthy  babies,  who  would  have  probably  grow'n  up  strong 
men  or  women  and  an  asset  to  the  State,  if  this  appalling 
fate  bad  not  overtaken  them . 


Visits  made  to  the  Homes  of  the  Babies, 

1091.  Revisits,  363. 

Total,  1454. 

TrregU’ 

Regu- 

larly. 

larJy.  Total. 

Breast  fed  babies  ... 

: f 

Babies  fed  by  breast 

47 

im=  807 

Breast  and  hand  fed  babies 

141  1 

Babies  fed  by  breast 

Solely  hand  fed  babies 

143  > 

and  hand 

9 

132=-  141 

Babies  fed  solely  by 

hand 

8 

135=  143 

Total 

...1091 

Total 

64 

1027  1091 

100 


Babies  fed  by — 

]\Iotliera  who  are  out  at  work 
Mothers  who  are  “ Homeworkers"  ... 
Mothers  who  are  housewives 


Total  

... 

Babies  fed  leith — 

Tube  bottle 

..  103 

Spoon 

...  49 

Tube  and  boat  bottle  ... 

...  26 

Boat  bottle 

...  106 

284 

Entirely  breast  fed  babies 

..  807 

Total 

...1091 

Babies  sleep — 

With  parents 

884 

Alone 

207 

Total 

1091 

Domestie  Sanitation  in  1091  Homes. 


Milk  for  general  use — 

Homes. 

Condensed  in 

...  413 

Condensed  and  cow's  milk  in 

...  139 

Cow’s  milk  in  

(Boiled,  499) 

...  539 

Total 

...1091 

Covering  of  food — 

Homes- 

Covered  

...  586 

Uncovered 

...  505 

Total 

...1091 

Breast  and 


Breast. 

7 ., 

hand. 

..  30 

Solely  hand. 

14 

Total. 

51 

12  . 

2 

8 

22 

788 

109 

...  121  ... 

1018 

807 

,.  141 

...  143  ... 

1091 

( 1 ) Imp  roper  feed  ine/  of  Babies  on  — 

Poods,  biscuits,  bread,  etc...  5-5 

(2)  Babies  fed  on  condensed  Milk, 

not  by  a Doctor's  order  ...  58 

(3)  Proper  feeding  of  Babies  on — 

Cows’  milk  and  water,  or  by 
a Doctor’s  order 171 

284 

(4)  Babies  fed  entirely  on  breast 

milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  807 

Total  1091 


Insurance  of  Babies — 

Insured  ...  ..  ...  ...  798 

Not  insured  293 

Total  1091 


Chimneys — Homes 

Closed  16 

Not  closed  1075 


Total  1091 


Disposal  of  vegetable  refuse-  • Homes. 
Burnt  or  given  to  fowl,  etc.  ...1080 
Put  in  ashpit  11 

Total  1091 
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House-to-House  Visitation. 


House-to-House  Visits  in  Streets. 


Number  of 
Houses 
Visiteil. 


Park  Lane,  42  Court;  Belle  Vue  Place;  44  Court ; 
Llanstephan  and  Laugharn  Places 

Wharf  Street  ... 

Thimble  Mill  Lane 

Wainwi'ight  Street,  Nos.  70  to  140  and  131  to  141, 
with  back  houses  ... 

Wainwright  Street,  Nos.  47  to  109,  with  back  houses 
Wainwi’ight  Street,  Nos.  39  to  45,  with  back  houses 

Wainwright  Street,  Nos.  8 to  68,  with  back  houses, 
and  Nos.  19  to  39  ... 

Park  Lane,  19  Court 

Lichfield  Road,  Courts  1,  3,  and  5 ; houses  back  of 
No  111  ; front  houses  Nos.  93  to  111 

Lichfield  Road,  Newhall  Place  ; houses  back  of  245; 
19  Court,  with  front  houses  ... 

Lichfield  Road,  Courts  2,  4,  6,  8,  and  29,  with 
Cromwell  Square  ... 

Lichfield  Road,  Courts  10  to  22  and  28  to  30 ; 
Sunnyside  ; Victoria  Avenue  ; front  houses  Nos. 
284  and  back  houses ; Nos.  324  to  348 

Vicarage  Road,  Courts  18  to  36 ; front  houses  120 
to  202 

Pugh  Road,  Courts  2 to  10  and  1 to  3 

Pugh  Road,  Courts  5 to  11 ; Laburnum  and  Myrtle 
Groves;  front  houses  Nos.  19  to  25  and  2 to  20 


23 

22 

38 

35 

46 

17 

46 

13 

32 

14 
54 


94 

97 

45 


63 


Total 


639 


Nuisances  Discovered  during  House-to-House  Visitations  by  Lady  Health  Visitor. 
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Local  Government  Board. 

Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in 
1907  AND  PREVIOUS  YeARS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

1897 

73,935 

2,588 

1,346 

524 

1898 

74,890 

2,528 

1,214 

471 

1899 

75,730 

2,521 

1,240 

489 

1900 

76,630 

2,516 

1,282 

423 

1901 

77,560 

2,419 

1,281 

467 

1902 

78,481 

2,311 

1,016 

299 

1903 

79,417 

2,282 

1,179 

374 

1904 

80,363 

2,336 

1,277 

438 

1905 

81,320 

2,129 

1,152 

318 

1906 

82,288 

2,270 

1,226 

368 

Averages  of) 
Years  1897  - 
to  1906  ...) 

— 

2,390 

1,221 

417 

1907 

83,266 

2,128 

1,153 

268 
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Local  Governvient  Board. 

Table  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  duking 

THE  Yeah  1907. 


Cases  Notified  i.n  whole  District. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

—Years. 

Under 

1. 

1 to 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

■25  to  C5. 

C5  and 
upward.- 

Small-pox 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera  ... 

Diphtheria, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

including 

Membranous  croup 

j-101 

3 

28 

52 

9 

9 

Erysipelas 

88 

4 

2 

9 

11 

44 

15 

Scarlet  fever 

345 

1 

96 

209 

27 

12 

— 

Typhus  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  fever 

41 

— 

— 

14 

13 

14 

— 

Kelapsing  fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Continued  fever... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

580 

8 

126 

284 

63 

84 

15 
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Extended  Schedule  sanctioned  by  Local  Government  Board  to  rejjlace  the 

Government  Table  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  duiung  1907  in  the  Borough  of  Aston 
Manor  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


No. 

1 

DISEASES. 

AGKS. 

l| 

li 

All 

0- 

1— 

6— 

0- 

5-2 

0- 

5-S 

5- 

5— 

)5 — ( 

!5— 7 

5— 

5-, 

Ages. 

M 

Siuall-pox : 

(a)  Vaccin.ated 

(5)  Unvacciiiated  

1 

(c)  No  Statement 

1 

2 

Measles  

7 

31 

1 

. . 1 

39 

31 

Scarlet  Fever 1 

2 

1 

1 

..  1 

4 

4 

Typhus  Fever j 

5 

Epidemic  Influenza  

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

7 

6 

Whooping  Cough 1 

6 

14 

20 

7 

1 lilditiieria 

1 

13 

7 

i 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

12 

9 

A.siatic  Cholera  

10 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  

16 

2 

1 

19 

11 

Epidemic  Enteritis 

14 

3 

17 

12 

Other  Allied  Diseases  ..  • 

13 

Hydrophobia  .-  

: 

14 

Glanders 

15 

'I'etanus  

..  1 

10 

Anthrax  

17 

Cowpox  

18 

Syphilis  

6 

•• 

6 

19 

Gonorrhoea  

20 

I'hagedEena  

• • 1 

21 

Erysipelas 

1 

i 

22 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

2 

23 

Pya?mia  

1 

1 

1 

••  1 

3 

24 

Infective  Endocarditis 

i 

25 

Other  Allied  Diseases 

1 

1 

• ■ 1 

2 

26 

Malarial  Fever 

1 

1 

27 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

4 

28 

Rheumatism  of  Heart 

i 

1 

29 

Tuberculosis  of  Brain 

2 

4 

i 

« 

30 

Tuberculosis  of  I.arynx 

31 

Phthisis  

3 

4 

8 

3 

31 

20 

12 

8 

5 

94 

32 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  

8 

1 

1 

1 

11 

33 

General  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

34 

Other  forms  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

5 

35 

Otlier  Infective  Diseases  

1 ■■ 

36 

Thrush 

1 

i 1 

37 

Actinomycosis 

38 

Hydatid  Diseases 

39 

■ 

Scurvy  

1 

40 

Other  Diseases  due  to  Altered  Food 

1 

41 

Atute  Alcoholism 

- 

i 

1 

42 

Chronic  Alcoholism  

4 

1 

1 ^ 

43 

Clironic  Industrial  Poisonings  ..  .. 

" 

44 

Other  Chronic  Poisonings  ..  .. 

• • 

i 

1 

45 

Oateo-arthritis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 3 

46 

Gout 

47 

('ancer 

1 

7 

10 

23 

2 

13 

1 

1 

50 

48 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

1 

' ^ 

49 

Purpura  Ha'inorrhagica  

50 

1 lieniophilia 

51 

Amumia  

i 

1 

1 

3 

52 

l.vmphadeiioma  

' • 

53 

Premature  Birth  

43 

54 

Injury  at  Birth  

1 

' 1 

65 

Debility  at  Birth  

2 

j - 

56 

1 

57 

Congenital  Defects 

12 

1 

58 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  

1 1 
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Extended  Schedule  sanctioned  by  Local  Government  Board  to  rejdace  the 

Government  Table  IV. — continued. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1907  in  the  Borough  op  Aston 
Manor  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District — continued. 


No. 

DISEASES. 

AGES. 

All 

Ages, 

0- 

1— 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25— 

35- 

15- 

55- 

05- 

75— 

85-: 

59 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  . . . . 

45 

5 

1 

50 

60 

Dentition 

Cl 

Rickets  

1 

\ 

i 

62 

Old  Age,  Senile  Decay 

2 

23 

38 

10  ; 

73 

6:1 

Convulsions  

15 

5 

20 

64 

Meningitis 

8 

7 

1 

1 

2 

19 

65 

Encepfuilitis  

1 

1 

66 

Apoplexy 

2 

6 

3 

1 

. . 

12 

67 

.Softening  of  Brain 

2 

1 

1 

4 

6S 

Hemiplegia  

1 

2 

3 

69 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane  . . . . 

3 

1 

3 

2 

i 

3 

13 

70 

Other  forms  of  Insanity  

71 

Chorea 

72 

Cerebral  Tumour 

1 

2 

3 

73 

Epilepsy  

1 

1 

1 

3 

74 

Laryngismus  .Stridulus 

2 

2 

75 

Locomotor  Ataxy 

1 

1 

1 

3 

76 

Paraplegia..  

i 

2 

2 

1 

6 

77 

Other  forms.  Brain  Diseases  . . . . 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

78 

Otitis 

1 

1 

79 

Disease  of  Nose,  Epistaxis 

80 

Diseases  of  Eve  

81 

Pericarditis  

1 

1 

2 

82 

Endocarditis 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

7 

2 

2 

22 

83 

Hypertrophy  of  Heart 

84 

Angina  Pectoris  

1 

1 

.. 

2 

85 

Aneurism 

1 

2 

3 

86 

Senile  Gangrene  

1 

1 : 

2 

87 

Embolism,  Thrombosis  

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

11 

88 

Phlebitis 

. . * 

89 

Varicose  Veins 

90 

Other  Diseases,  Heart  and  Vessels  . . 

1 

2 

2 

7 

19 

29 

29 

14 

104 

91 

Laryngitis 

2 

2 

92 

Croup 

2 

2 

93 

Other  Diseases,  Larynx  and  Trachea 

94 

Acute  Bronchitis 

23 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

8 

8 

3 

2 

57 

95 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

1 

5 

17 

17 

9 

2 

51 

96 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

i 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

13 

97 

Lobular  Pneumonia  

20 

21 

2 

1 

1 

2 

47 

98 

Pneumonia  

5 

10 

1 

4 

6 

io 

5 

4 

i 

46 

99 

Emphysema,  Asthma 

100 

Pleurisy  

2 

2 

2 

6 

101 

Other  Diseases,  Respiratory  System 

1 

2 

3 

102 

Diseases  of  Mouth  and  Annexa. . . . 

1 

1 

2 

103 

Diseases  of  Pharynx  

1 

1 

2 

104 

Diseases  of  (Esophagus 

105 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

i 

i 

106 

Other  Diseases  of  Stomach 

4 

i 

1 

2 

1 

9 

107 

Enteritis  

10 

6 

2 

1 

19 

108 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

2 

109 

Obstruction  of  Intestine  

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

110 

Other  Diseases  of  Intestine 

111 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

4 

2 

8 

112 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  

1 

1 

113 

Peritonitis 

1 

2 

1 

4 

114 

Other  Diseases,  Digestive  System  . . 

115 

Disease.s,  Lymphatic  System  & Glands 

1 

1 

2 

116 

Acute  Nephritis  

1 

2 

1 

O 

6 

117 

Bright’s  Disease  

1 

1 

i 

1 

5 

7 

4 

4 

24 

118 

Calculus  

1 

119 

Diseases  of  Bladder  and  Prostate  . . 

..  1 .. 

2 

1 

” 

3 
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Extended  Schedule  sanctioned  btj  Local  Government  Board  to  replace  the 

Government  Table  IV. — continued. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  duhing  1907  in  the  Borough  of  Aston 
Manor  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District — continued. 


No. 

DISEASES. 

AGES. 

All 

0- 

1- 

5— 

10- 

15— 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55— 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Ages. 

120 

Ollier  Diseases,  Urinary  System 

1 

1 

2 

121 

Diseases  of  Testis  and  Penis  ..  .. 

122 

Diseases  of  Ovaries 

1 

1 

1 

123 

Diseases  of  Uterus  and  Appendaijes 

1 

1 

124 

Dis.  of  Vap:ina  and  External  Genitals' 

.. 

125 

Diseases  of  Ureasb ^ 

.. 

126 

Abortion,  Rlisearriage 

1 

1 

127 

Puerperal  Mania  

i 

128 

Puerperal  Convulsions 

2 

1 

2 

129 

Placenta  Praivia,  Flooding 

130 

Puerperal  Tlironibosis 

131 

Otlier  Dis.,  Pregnancy  & Childbirth 

132 

Arthritis,  Ortitis,  Periostitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. . 1 

3 

133 

Other  Diseases,  Osseous  System 

134 

Ulcer,  Bed-sore 

1 

1 

135 

Eczema  

136 

Pemphigus 

2 

2 

137 

Other  Dis.,  Integumentary  System  . . 

Accidents  atid  Negligence — 

138 

In  Mines  and  Quarries 

139 

In  Vehicular  Traffic  

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

140 

On  Railways  

» . 

1 

1 

2 

141 

On  Ships,  Boats,  &c.  (not  drowning) 

142 

In  Building  Operations 

143 

By  Machinery 

144 

By  Weapons  and  Implements  . . 

145 

Burns  and  Scalds 

3 

3 

146 

Poisons,  Poisonous  Vapours 

! .. 

147 

Surgic.al  Narcosis 

148 

Effects  of  Electric  Shock  

i 

i 

149 

150 

Drowning 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

151 

Suffocation,  Overlaid  in  Bed 

4 

4 

152 

Suffocation,  Otherwi.se 

3 

1 

4 

1.53 

Falls  not  .specified 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 c 

154 

Weather  Agencies 

155 

Otherwise,  not  stated 

1 

1 

1 

3 

156 

Homicide 

Suicides — 

157 

•• 

1,58 

159 

By  Hanging  and  Strangulation.. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

160 

By  Drowning 

1 

161 

1 • ■ 

162 

Bv  Cut  or  Stab 

1 

1 

2 

163 

By  Precipitation  from  Elevated  Places 

104 

165 

By  other  and  unspecified  methods  . . 

106 

167 

Sudden  Death,  cause  not  ascertained 

168 

Ill-defined  and  unspecified  causes  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Totai-S 

1 

j 2C8 

166 

30 

12 

22 

17 

64 

94 

118 

147 

128 

79 

19 

11.53 

Ill 


Local  Government  Board. 

Table  V. — Infantile  Mobtality  duking  the  Year  1907. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  ]]\'eks  and  Months  under  One  I ear  of  Acfc. 


CO 

<r. 

CC 

<0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

.a 

CO 

CO 

ra 

to 

.a 

-4^ 

CO 

ja 

•4.3 

.a 

•4^ 

a 

.£3 

a 

-a  c 

. 

CAUSE  OP  DEATH. 

nder 

week. 

o 

c; 

q; 

a 

g 

a 

o 

a 

o 

S 

a 

o 

t-H 

a 

o 

hh 

a 

o 

a 

o 

a 

o 

k-H 

a 

o 

O 

k— ( 

o 

k— ( 

o 

1— 1 

cq 

al  De 

der  ( 

Year 

cq 

CO 

cq 

CO 

t- 

00 

oq 

1— 1 

rH 

^ a 

rH 

cq 

CO 

(M 

CD 

CO 

Gi 

O 

rH 

rH 

rH 

H ^ 

All  Causes : 

Certified 

49 

7 

14 

14 

84 

37 

27 

19 

21 

14 

9 

15 

10 

7 

11 

12 

266 

Uncertified 

1 

1 

2 

... 

2 

Oommoa  laleotious  Diseases 

Small -pox 

Chicken-pox  

Jleasles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  

’ 1 

"i 

1 

2 

i 

"3 

’"8 

... 

Diphtheria  : Croup 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

6 

Diarrhceal  Diseases : 

Diarrhcea,  all  forms  ... 

. . . 

3 

7 

2 

5 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

30 

Enteritis(no<7’i(6(r?-cMZows) 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  ) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

intestinal  Catarrh  / 

Wasting  Diseases : 

Premature  Birth 

32 

1 

4 

2 

39 

2 

1 

.. 

... 

... 

42 

Congenital  Defects 

1 

1 

1 

6 

9 

2 

i 

i 

13 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Want  of  Breast-milk  ... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 

10 

1 

2 

2 

15 

11 

9 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

47 

Marasmus  j 

Tuberculous  Diseases : 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

. • • 

... 

. . 

...* 

1 

. . 

1 

2 

II  Peritonitis  : | 

Tabes  Mesentericaf 

... 

... 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Other  Tuberculous  ) 

Diseases  j 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

2 

Erysipelas  

Syphilis 

. . . 

2 

... 

2 

2 

1 

i 

..  . 

... 

... 

... 

6 

Rickets 

1 

. . . 

1 

Meningitis  ) 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1 

8 

(not  Tuberculous)  j 

Convulsions 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

15 

Bronchitis  

Laryngitis  

... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

22 

Pneumonia  

... 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

i 

3 

2 

i 

26 

Suffocation,  overlaying... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

. • . 

4 

.Other  Causes 

1 

... 

3 

4 

1 

i 

2 

2 

... 

1 

... 

11 

( _ 

50 

7 

14 

15 

86 

37 

27 

19 

21 

14 

9 

15 

10 

7 

11 

12 

268 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  ...  ...  ...  1,153 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1907  ...  ...  83,266 


ri 
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Factokies,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION  (Including  Inspuctions  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  or  Inspectors  op  Nuisances). 


PREMISES. 

Number  of 

1 

Iii.spec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  l 

29 

9 

— 

1 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  I.aundries)  

635 

86 

— 

Workplaces  

— 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

— 

— 

Total  ...  

664 

1 

95 

— 

2 DEFECTS  POUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

02 

= § 

PARTICULARS. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

•9.  S 

Ntiisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

37 

35 

Want  of  Ventilation  

2 

5 

— 

Overcrowding  ...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ■■  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

44 

34 

— 

— 

1 Insufficient  

3 

2 



Sanitary  Accommodation  < Unsuitable  or  Defective 

9 

8 

— 

( Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

2 

2 

- 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouse  (s.lOl) 



— 

— 

— 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  100)  

17 

16 

— 

— 

Failure  as  regards  List  of  Outworkers  (s.  107) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Giving  out  Work  to  be  done  (Unwholesome  (s.  108) 









in  premises  which  are  ( Infected  (s.  110) 

— 

— 

— 

Allowing  Wearing  Apparel  to  be  made  in  Premises 
infected  by  Scarlet  Fever  or  Smallpox  (s.  109)... 

— 

— 

— 



Other  Offences 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Total  

120 

104  , 

— 

— 

113 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  U.oue'wo'rk— continued. 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


List  of  Outworkers  (s.  107) ; — 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Numbers 

of 

Addresses 
of  Out- 
workers 
received 
from  other 
Councils. 

Numl)ers 

of 

Addresses 
of  Out- 
workers 
forwarded 
to  other 
Councils. 

Numl)er 
of  Inspec 
tions  of 
Out- 
workers’ 
premises. 

Twice 
in  the  year. 

Once 

in  tile  year. 

Lists. 

Out- 

workers 

Lists. 

Out- 

workers 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c 

10 

94 

8 

30 

91 

96 

163 

Carding,  &c.,  of  Buttons, 

&c 

— 

— 

2 

345 

30 

191 

57 

Brush  making  

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

— 

98 

Paper  Bags  and  Boxes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

— 

49 

Electro-plate  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Total 

10 

94 

10 

375 

204 

287 

370 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; — 

Number. 

.*3  ^ 

C 

c3  > O'?  . 

3 Q.S  tZ  <S> 

Bakehouses  

Dress  and  Millinery  

66 

35 

P-7.  -*5  ? H .a 

(Laundries 

10 

c s w P 4)  a 

(pH  » — C 

Tailoring 

17 

® o ® 

o 9}  Ef  / 

Others  

72 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

200 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


CLASS 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories: — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 

4 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  f Notified  by  H.M.  Inspectors 

6 

H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable) 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  1 Reporcs  (of  action  taken) 
not  under  the  Factory  Act  (s.  5) sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors... 

6 

Other  

— 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

— 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1 
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JOHN  J.  STEPHENS,  Vaccination  Oficcr. 
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ASTON  M A N 0 E . 

SUMJIAUY  OF  WOltK  DONK  IN  THH  SaNITAUY  DeI’AUTMENT  DUKING 

THE  Yeah  1907. 


■m 

- - 1 

i 

gS2  ’ 

U 

’■fi 

0)  -U  • 

S'-  ^ 

g w 

rt  " '5 
'£  <0  O 

22 

^ 

Urn  O S 

cS 

rFoul  Conditious 

199 

Dvvelliug  Houses  1 Structural  Defects 



405 

and  Schools  'i  Overcrowding 



5 

5 

1. Unfit  for  Habitation 

— 

— 

Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ; 



— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

1818 

GO 

69 

Cowsheds  ... 

— 



— 

■ - • Bakehouses 

. 

17 

16 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

372 

7 

7 

Canal  Boats  ...  ' 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

— 

399 

Deposits  of  Eefuse  and  Manure 

— 

— 

30 

Water  Closets  

— 

333 

1 Defective  Traps 

— 

— 

304 

House  Drainage  . No  Disconnection 

, 

— 

86 

( Other  Faults 

— 

— 

405 

Water  Supply 

— 

— 

Pigsties  

i 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

, 

44 

42 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

j G67 

8 

8 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

Inspections  and  Formal  Notices  other 

— 

— 

321 

than  those  above  sjrecified 

6945 

1084 

— 

Totals  

9802 

1225 

2629 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

No. 

2 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

Samples  of  Food  found  Adulterated 

.j  1 n vii  K clone  ny 

1 jCountyCouncil’s 
i — I Inspectors. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

1 

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Use 

— 

7 

Notk.— Where  an  inspection  or  notice  embraces  more  than 

one  defect,  it  may  be  enumerated  .se])arately  a.s  ref;aids  each  such 
defect. 

Precautions  again.st  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed 

502 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

490 

Schools  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  E.'cistenco  of  Infectious 

5 

Disease  



Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 

Disease 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things... 

, 

Convictions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things... 

' 

Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Night-Soil  Dkfartment  and  of  Disinfection  during  1907 

Previous  Fourteen  Years. 
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■ inn>;_e9  • 1906-21.304  ; 1907—21,977.  A.  TEEADAWAY,  Superintmde7it. 
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